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Dr. Hassan Bin Rashid Al-Derham
Qatar University President

Good education is the foundation of all achievement. This is what the thinkers, philosophers, and leaders in

all societies have agreed upon. This is what the leadership in Qatar has been aware of and is reflected in the
country’s ambitious Qatar National Vision 2030; a vision that is man-centered and aims at realizing a knowledge-
based economy.

In this context, Qatar University (QU) cannot stand in isolation from its own community, but as a national university
and a long-standing academic institution, founded more than 40 years ago, the university holds the prime
responsibility of leading the education train towards its desired goal.

Since its establishment, the University has been working to provide quality, distinctive education that adheres to
international standards to ensure the excellence of learning provided. This depends on several strategies, including
interest in the International Classification of Universities and the International Academic Accreditation of Colleges
and Programs.

Both strategies require QU and other academic institutions around the world to adopt rigorous standards for their
academic programs in order to keep pace and adapt with the new and constantly changing labor market. The
strategies provide the guiding principle for teaching methods and curriculums to hone the learning process.

I would like to emphasize an important point, directed to academics, researchers and students, which is that the
learning process, if not driven by self-motivation and internal desire, will not achieve the desired goal, regardless if
the programs follow methodical tactics, and regardless if sophisticated teaching methods are implemented.

The student must realize that what he or she is learning at the university is not simply to obtain a certificate or to
reach the graduating platform, it is much deeper. It is within the university that the student establishes him or herself
and learns to face post-academic life with all its volatility and changes. The QU student’s experience is not limited

to a classroom, as we at QU strive to provide the student with an interactive, diverse lifestyle that develops critical
thinking, volunteerism and leadership skills that support lifelong learning.

This edition of the Campus Magazine coincides with the graduation of the 41st batch from QU, bringing the total
number of University alumni, during the course of four decades, to over 45,000.

| am happy with this great achievement, and would like to thank all graduates and say to them, Qatar is waiting for
you to complete this part of your journey, a journey that was initiated by our ancestors and will be handed over to
you by your parents. You, my sons and daughters, are the future of this nation.




NEWS

New Academic Year
Inaugurated at QU Annual
Convocation
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Qatar University (QU) President Dr. Hassan Al Derham
inaugurated the new academic year during his

commencement address at this year’s Annual Convocation.

The President highlighted the important achievements of
the past year and the various visions the University has for
the foreseeable future.

During his speech, Dr. Al Derham expressed his sincere
appreciation to the Qatar University community and their
efforts which bring continuous success to the university
in various fields locally, regionally and internationally. He
said, “Throughout the 41 years since its inception, the
University interacts with its community and contributes to
the development of Qatar with its academic and research
expertise. The University will keep developing based

on the needs of the community, expanding its faculty

and academic programs in order to support the road of
achieving Qatar National Vision 2030.”

On research, Dr. Al Derham said, “In the academic year
2017-2018, the University has received 80 research
projects funded by the Qatar National Research Fund

(QNRF). We have research partnerships with 332 local

and international institutions. The University has also
succeeded in increasing the number of research papers by
422% between 2010-2017, our researchers were able to
publish more than 1400 research papers and registered six
patents in 2017.”

Dr. Al Derham noted, “Our university is the largest in
Qatar with more than 20,000 students and 45,000
alumni. It houses the largest campus in the country.
This is why QU must meet the aspirations of the diverse
community in Qatar. For that, during the past year,

Qatar University>s new strategic plan, which covers the
period from 2018 to 2022, was launched to complement
Qatar University>s achievements and development and
to begin the process of ‘transformation.” Our mission,
our new vision and our core values have inspired us to
shape the direction of the new strategy and to build on a
comprehensive and rigorous strategic analysis to provide
the best level of education to our students, encourage
them to rely on their talents and inspire them to realize
their potential.”

The convocation included honoring distinguished faculty members, employees and graduates. Vice
President for Academic Affairs Dr. Omar Al-Ansari, presented the Academic Awards, Vice President for
Administration and Financial Affairs Dr. Khalid Al-Khater, presented Employee of the Year award and
Chief Strategy & Development Officer Dr. Darwish Al-Emadi, presented the Young Alumnus Award and

Manager of Communications Mr Masoud Al-Yami, presented the Media Award.

Winners List;

¢ Qutstanding Teaching Award:
- Dr. Husam Aldamen
- Dr. Lukman Thalib

e Distinguished Service Contributions for
Faculty Members:

- Dr. Nabil Ghantous

- Dr. Abdelsalam Gomaa Abdelsalam

© Merit Award:
- Dr. Sumaya Al-Maadeed

e Media Award:
- Dr. Nayef Al Shamari
- Dr. Majed Al Ansari

¢ Employee of the Year Award:
- Ms Maha Al Thani
- Ms Maha Al Dafa

e Young Alumnus Award:
- Mr Jassim Al Namaa
- Mr. Subah Al-Kuwari
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MINISTER OF
EDUCATION & HIGHER
EDUCATION

Under the theme “Thank you, Oh Messenger of
Knowledge” and amid Qatar’s celebration of World
Teachers’ Day, His Excellency Dr. Mohammed Abdul
Wahid Al-Hammadi, the Minister of Education and

Higher Education visited Qatar University (QU) College of
Education. The Minister’s visit came as a recognition of
QU’s educational commitment in preparing and training
teachers, which it has been doing since its inception.

The Minister met Qatar University President Dr. Hassan Al-
Derham, Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Omar Al-
Ansari and Dean of the College of Education Dr. Anmed Al
Emadi. The Minister also met a group of students enrolled
in the Program “Tumoh”, a program that aims to attract
students to join the teaching profession. The Minister also
attended some lectures and visited the Students Support
Center and other respective facilities in the college.

Commenting on his visit to the college, HE Dr. Al-Hammadi
said, “Todays visit came as a recognition of Qatar
University’s educational endeavors and contributions as
being the national institution entrusted with preparing
future teachers. Those teachers can improve students’
academic achievement and boost their sense of national
awareness towards achieving the Qatar National Vision
through creative and innovative education.”

“As Qatar’s future is very much bound to the success

of the educational system, the role of the College of
Education is crucial as a repository of expertise and an
incubator of modern educational thought and its various
tracks and specializations. | am proud of this remarkable
educational institution and its outcomes which constitute
the most important input of the education system in Qatar,”
he added.

President of Qatar University Dr. Hassan Al-Dirham said,
“We appreciate HE Dr. Al-Hammadi’s presence today on
this important occasion. We thank him for the ongoing
constructive partnership between the University and

the Ministry. Our efforts are all joint to prepare qualified
teachers in accordance with the best teaching and
evaluation methods, as teaching is now witnessing a great
breakthrough.”

Dean of the College of Education commended Dr. Ahmed
Al-Emadi, on the great role and the fruitful partnership
between the college and the Ministry and the reoccurring
meetings, which resulted in developing curricula and
achieving a number of important educational decisions.
After meeting with university top officials, HE Dr. Al-
Hammadi attended a lecture on a course titled “Exceptional
Students” presented by Dr. Abdul-Naser Fakhro. Touring
the college, the Minister stopped at the learning resources,
learning support and lecture halls.

The College of Education,

in partnership with the
Ministry of Education and
Higher Education launched
the “Tumoh” program

that aims at attracting
students to join the teaching
profession.

“Tumoh” is one of the
leading programs in the
field of preparing teachers.
More than 274 students
have already graduated
from this program
specializing in various
educational areas. The
program is currently training
391 students who will join
the teaching profession as
soon as they graduate.




The College of Education, in
partnership with the Ministry
of Education and Higher
Education

LAUNCHES “TUMOH”

Qatar University in partnership with the Ministry of
Education and Higher Education and in coordination
with the Ministry of Administrative Development Labor
and Social Affairs, launched the “Tumoh” program. The
program aims to provide the education sector in Qatar
with highly qualified teachers and educators.

Dean of the College of Education Dr. Ahmed Al Emadi
said, “We appreciate the directives of Prime Minister
and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser
bin Khalifa Al Thani to invest the national capacities
and lead the educational work and improve the level of
education in Qatar, which will achieve Qatar National
Vision 2030.”

Al-Emadi added that “Tumoh” is part of the country’s
efforts to invest in human resources and build national
capacities that lead the educational work, particularly
in the field of teaching in Qatar. The program is part

of an integrated system to upgrade the academic

and professional level of teachers, which will reflect

on the quality of educational outputs in schools, thus
contributing to the achievement of Qatar National Vision
2030.”

In accordance with the directives of HE the Prime Minister
and Minister of Interior, the Qatari and Qatari students’
scholarships will be as follows: For Arabic, English, Math
and Science, the monthly allowance will be 10,000 QR.

In addition to all the other benefits and rewards that

the scholarship recipient receives in the government
scholarship program, such as a computer allowance of
5,000 QR for a one-off fee, a book allowance of 5,000

QR for each academic year. You may find this list in the
government scholarship program.

As for Qatari non-Qataris, Qataris and Qatari document
holders, it was decided to pay the scholarship fees for

the “Tumoh” program for each semester throughout the
duration of the mission, with an amount of 3,000 QR per
month, 3,000 QR for each semester only. It is also required
in the candidate for an ambitious program. Obtain a high
school diploma or equivalent, and the student may not
attend a scholarship at the expense of any other party. And
obtain acceptance from the Faculty of Education according
to the Qatar University system issued by the Office of
Admission and Registration at the University of Qatar. And
pass the personal interview with the Ministry of Education
and Higher Education.

It is worth noting that the program
consists of 120 hours of four-year
full-time study. The student is

enrolled in the program for a period
of four years to obtain a bachelor’s
degree for the specializations listed
at the Faculty of Education at Qatar
University. Of the International
Foundation for Accreditation of
Teacher Programs.




QU HOSTS
LECTURE ON

“Climate Issues and
Continued Lifelong

Learning”

Delivered by
Ms. Maria van der Hoeven

Qatar University (QU) hosted a lecture on “Climate
Issues and Continued Lifelong Learning” delivered
by Ms Maria van der Hoeven, Former Minister

of Education, Culture and Science and Former
Minister of Economic Affairs at The Netherlands
and Former Executive Director at the International
Energy Agency (IEA). The event was attended by
QU Chief Strategy and Development Officer Dr.
Darwish Al Emadi and QU officials and students,
as well as representatives of Oryx GTL and Gulf
Intelligence. It was moderated by QU Gulf Studies
Center (GSC) Director Dr. Mahjoob Zweiri.

In his opening remarks, Dr. Darwish Al Emadi
said, “We are delighted to receive Ms. Maria
van der Houwen at QU and, as we expected,
the lecture was rich in ideas and thoughts, and
the subject is very important, namely climate
change and its impact on our entire planet.
Unfortunately, the economic sectors prioritize
profit and not in the environmental interests
or the safety of the planet. Ms Maria also will
discuss lifelong learning, which we support at
Qu.”

Starting the lecture, Ms Maria underlined the role of
politics as an instrument of change and the importance of
education referring to Nelson Mandela’s quote “Education
is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change
the world.” She noted that during her tenure as Minister of
Education, Culture and Science, she put citizenship as part
of the curriculum and organized the collaboration between
industry and schools. She also noted that science is the
starting point of research, development, education and
economic growth.

Ms Maria van der Hoeven stressed the importance of
being conscious and an agent of change for a better world.
She underlined the global awareness of climate change

on planet Earth pointing to the position of the United
States regarding this issue.195 countries signed the Paris
Agreement, she said, adding, “Besides the change at the
institutional level, change and open-mindedness at the
individual level is also important.” She also highlighted

that young people studying at the university should know
their role as responsible world citizens besides acquiring
knowledge in their respective expertise.

Ms. Maria van der Hoeven noted that the huge challenge of
this century is to ensure that energy transition happens in
a beneficial and sustainable way for our future. She added,
“The 21st century brought us a new reality in terms of
climate change. The latter became a global threat in terms
of greenhouse gas emissions, temperature rise, and the
subsequent rise in sea levels.” She also highlighted the
necessity of putting more emphasis on technology, as well
as the importance of having more renewable energy and
more renewable energy production.

On lifelong learning, Ms. Maria van der Hoeven said,
“Lifelong learning is not limited to acquiring knowledge. It
is to develop our competencies and to act as world citizens
in the global community.”

It is worth noting that Ms. Maria van der Hoeven was
honored at the The Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah
International Foundation for Energy & Sustainable
Development Awards in 2018. She received the Lifetime
Achievement Award for the Advancement of Producer-
Consumer Dialogue. The award was in recognition of her
efforts as Executive Director of the International Energy
Agency (IEA). The agency witnessed exceptional economic
transformations within the global energy industry during

her leadership.




Qatar University (QU) will host the 2019 Times Higher
Education BRICS & Emerging Economies Universities
Summit from January 14 to 16, 2019, in collaboration with
the Times Higher Education (THE). The event, first of its
kind in the Arab world, aligns with Qatar’s pioneering role
in education in the region. It is also the second THE summit
organized by QU as the University hosted in 2015 the first
edition of the Times Higher Education MENA Universities
Summit.

WORLD

UNIVERSITY The event will bring together experts from THE and top

RANKINGS leaders from the university and industry sectors to share
their experiences in building and developing knowledge
economies for high-value returns to societies of emerging
economies and developing countries.

QU to co-host 2019 Times Higher
Education BRICS & Emerging Economies
Universities Summit

FI RST 0 F ITS QU President Dr. Hassan Al Derham said: “The summit
will explore strategies for driving up quality in teaching,
research and knowledge transfer; leadership challenges

KI N D I N T H E facing institutions in developing economies; and

how industry partnerships can prepare students for
employment. Such priorities are already underlined by
Qatar National Vision 2030 and Qatar University’s strategy
2018-2022, which maps out the routes to achieving
continuing performance excellence, building on our
achievements in our key areas of education, research,
institution and engagement.”

He added: “Since its inception in 1977, Qatar University
has become one of the leading institutions of academic
and research excellence in the GCC region. It provides
high-quality undergraduate and graduate programs that
prepare competent graduates, primed to shape the future
of Qatar. The organization’s strong relationship with Qatari
society is reflected in its community service efforts and in
its vibrant research portfolio that addresses relevant local
and regional challenges, advances national goals towards
a knowledge-based economy, and contributes actively to

the needs and aspirations of the society. We look forward
to welcoming you to the 2019 Times Higher Education
BRICS & Emerging Economies Universities Summit. In
addition to an inspiring program with many leaders in their
field, you will enjoy the warm hospitality that Qatar always
provides.”

THE Editorial Director, Global Rankings Phil Baty said:

“We are delighted to be working on this summit with
Qatar University — one of the most internationally-focused
universities in the world, based at one of the most beautiful
university campuses in the world. Qatar’s focus on driving
up the quality of research and the pace of innovation, and
its focus on aligning graduate skills with the needs of the
economy, make it a perfect national case study for the
event, and Doha’s location as a major global transport hub
makes it the perfect location to bring together universities
from over 40 countries across four continents: Europe,
Africa, Asia and South America. As Qatar University has
hosted a previous THE summit, | also can guarantee they
will offer exceptional organization and a very, very warm
welcome to all of our delegates.”

T\




“A STORY FROM Q%
MY COUNTRY” A\

the Theme of QU .
11th annual Cultural Village \ A%

9L A Organized by QU’s Student Activities

\ A Department, the event aims to bring students
Qatar University (QU) students from 11 nationalities came together to celebrate QU’s diversity with rich backgrounds together tO Celebrate and Share thelr CUItU re’
and traditions in the 11th annual Cultural Village. The theme of this year’s event is “A Story From My Country”. ; heritage and traditions. |t iS aISO an Opportunity
The 5-d t, which is held in the Activities Buildi the male and femal , featured 21 booth i i
re:rese:’gi,negvzr;tavr\,’ Elgypl‘[s Inedia:r:ndgne(;izljzsrdal#, Klgrgesa?rllaleestm,eS?J[:ian?rg;r;,c ?ﬂfsl:: aﬁil\J{;emen. It(:ljsosincluded for StUdentS tO UnIOCk thelr pOtentlaI and

exhibitions and a number of cultural activities such as shows featuring cultural and folkloric displays, theater and . | demonstrate their te amwork, volunteerism and
dance performances, traditional costumes shows, exhibitions, art, poetry, food, singing and music. . . .
interpersonal relations skills.

Dr. Khalid Al-Khaniji said: “The annual Cultural Village is a significant event on the QU calendar as it highlights the
heritage of many countries across the world. It is also an important opportunity to showcase the many cultural aspects
of each participating country such as literature, music, singing, customs and handicrafts.”

Ms Salwa Zainel said: “The Cultural Village event aims to encourage the students to contribute to various cultural
events, to unlock their potential and to reach their goals and aspirations. The event also reflects QU’s commitment to
create a spirit of cultural exchange among students.”

QU College of Engineering student and participant in the Syrian booth Anas Mahmoud said: “Through participating
in the Cultural Village event, we highlight the Syrian customs and culture. Our booth will include a wide range of
surprising activities.”



QU BUILDINGS
SHINE IN BLUE

On this initiative, Dr. Hassan bin Rashid Al-Derham, President
of Qatar University, said: “The people who are autistic are
our children and we must have faith that our strength is in
assimilation. They are just like us, capable of giving.” QU has
lit it’s buildings in blue in celebration of World Autism Day,

an annual internationally recognized day every April 2. The
State of Qatar proposed this day to the United Nations. The
University takes great care and effort to support those with
autism, which includes spreading awareness. The College

of Engineering has conducted a number of research on the
subject through robots. Robots can interact with autistic
children and manage to enter their world.

On April 15, 2018, the University organized a similar event
on the occasion of the World Autism Awareness Day and
included interactive awareness activities and messages.

The event was organized by the College of Education
and the College of Health Science in cooperation with
several governmental institutions and civil society
organizations: the Qatar Autism Society, the Ministry

of Education and Higher Education, the Ministry of
Administrative Development and Social Affairs, the Best
Buddies - Qatar Initiative, The Inclusion and Special
Needs Support Centre at QU.

These initiatives are part of Qatar University’s keenness
to support this important part of the community. The
University always urges all educational institutions,
educators and educators to support people with

autism and to emphasize the principle of “our strength
to assimilate” in various social, educational and
educational activities.

to Celebrate World
Autism Day

Qatar University has illuminated
the facade of its buildings in blue,
in solidarity with the World Autism
Awareness Campaign,

“Light it Up Blue”.

The initiative came on the occasion
of World Autism Day, as the

United Nations General Assembly
proclaimed April 2 as the World
Autism Day after a proposal was
submitted by the State of Qatar.
The lighting of the buildings began
in blue starting at sunset and
ended late at night. The lighting
included the Administration
Building, The Library, Administrative
Affairs Building, Men’s Foundation
Building, Research Complex and the
Business and Economics Building.
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. QATAR UNIVERSITY

Aircrafts

T0 GO
GREEN

A unique research project conducted by Qatar University researchers in
: %, collaboration with Qatar Airways found ways to produce affordable,
"""" 3:--5_ )\ [ T A el = sustainable, and environment-friendly biofuels to be used in the airline

el : : MTmEL Bl = industry. The project, only one of its kind in the region, will significantly

) | | N SR . ik reduce one of the airline industry’s biggest fixed costs and will also
contribute to carbon dioxide sequestration, in line with the Environmental
Development pillar of Qatar National Vision 2030 and the national aspira-
tions towards economic diversification.
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CONGRATULATIONS

A window that highlights our
outstanding graduates - Batch 2018

A number of exceptional graduates of Qatar University’s (QU) 41st graduating class express their pleasure at having
completed an important stage of their educational journey. A journey where they spent the best part of their adult lives.
They are grateful for the QU faculty for all that they have offered the students during their college education and are all
eager and hopeful as they start promising careers, to pay debt to the University and to their homeland. Here are some

excerpts from what our distinguished graduates have to say.

Muna Al-Hajiri: “Qatar University means to travel to the
land of wishful thinking and achieve dreams. | took the
university degree as a psychological, material and moral
guarantee.

The idea of completing my university studies came

from my eldest son, and with encouragement from him
and from the rest of my children, | have completed my
undergraduate studies, and today | am very happy to have
graduated with a Bachelor of Early Childhood. I thank all
those who helped and encouraged me until | reached

this level. My future ambition is to open a school in early
childhood and take into account the highest standards
that target this important group. After completing this
university, | aspire to start a master’s degree.”

]
|
L

Abdul Aziz Al-Sa’di: “l am proud of my graduation from QU,
a university with a global standing and reputation in the
Qatari labor market. During my undergraduate studies, |
noticed how much interest the university attaches to its
students during scientific and practical studies. My family
had a great role during my university studies. | am very
thankful to them and to my distinguished professors,
especially Dr. Allam Abu Farah and Dr. Yassin El-Gendy,
who played a major role in my scientific career. My
advice to my fellow students is to take advantage of the
opportunity offered by the University to provide them

with resources and possibilities in various fields. It is also
important that the student begin his/her academic stage
with diligence and perseverance; and to allocate a week,
at least, before the exam for review and memorization.”

Ahmed Ahmedi: “I am very proud of my studies at Qatar University and the
completion of my bachelor’s and master’s degrees in environmental science.

| learned a lot of skills during this period in the central labs of the university’s
research complex. | can describe myself as lucky to work at Qatar University
in a comfortable work environment. | quickly liked the place, and dealt with
my colleagues and students and started providing my experience for new
students every year. Through experience and effective intergenerational
communication, | can do much for the community in this vital major for the
rise of our country, Qatar. My advice to students is to continue their education
diligently and follow up the practical lessons, especially at the bachelor’s level,
because they will be provided with the keys to their majors and will help them
later to continue in the postgraduate stage.”

Dima Horani: “My university degree is a key to many doors. It is my path to
self-realization. At present, the university degree is a weapon in which we face
the difficulties of life and a lamp that enlightens our minds and cultures. One
of the most important factors and reasons for my success and excellence in
my academic career and the achievement of a master’s degree in accounting
from Qatar University is the continuous support of my family, and especially
my husband, Liwa’, who was beside me with every step | took in those two
years. As well as my mother’s prayers that did not leave me, and finally the
determination and diligence that I inherited from my father, may God have
mercy on him. As an ambitious person, | strive for more success in both
practical and scientific terms. My master’s degree is my motivation to acquire
more knowledge and to strive to raise the ceiling of my ambitions in my
working life.”

Mahmoud Adil Ibrahim: “One of my most important achievements as a
university student is academic excellence in my major of civil engineering,
which in my opinion is an important matter and should not be ignored.

In this regard, | was on the Vice President’s List for Academic Affairs for

six consecutive semesters, and this list includes all students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic performance at the university level. | was
also on the Dean’s List six times as well, an academic reward given by the
deans to pay tribute to the important achievements of the university student.
Both lists must meet certain conditions. One of my important achievements

is to benefit from the university environment in building a personality capable
of adapting to the work environment, and to face the expected difficulties that
can hinder students in their working life.

Nada Abdul Ridha: “My first achievement was to enroll in the Master’s
program at the College of Pharmacy at Qatar University. Since then, | have
been able to combine my responsibilities as a mother and wife and my duties
as a Master student in an integrated science program and graduate from it
with a high degree. It is in a time of great challenges and high level of science,
no one can be satisfied with a single scientific certificate, and | personally
think that a person should satisfy his/her ambitions before satisfying the
labor market or society. My recent scientific certificate ensures my personal
ambitions first and my future career. Qatar University has become my second
home since the first day of my study. There are few places, where people
feel safe and belonging. Thank God, | have a lot of pride and loyalty to this
educational edifice and to all the academic staff and friends | met with.”




CONGRATULATIONS

A window of interviews with a number of
graduates of the 2018 batch bearing the
joy of graduation and tomorrow>s hopes.

Graduates say, “We look forward to
the future with great hopes”

A number of graduates from

Qatar University’s (QU) 2018

class expressed their joy on their
graduation and the achievement of
one of the most important wishes
of any student. They also thanked
all the employees of the University
for their support, encouragement,
and assistance. They unveiled the
projects they wish to achieve in
their scientific, professional and
social lives.

‘.‘ ‘A‘ i

Hadi Mohamed Al-Anzi: “My family is the first catalyst
for me. They have been with me step by step throughout
my career. This is the biggest motivation for my success
today. As well as my mother and my parents’ prayers for
me day and night, which | do not want to overlook. QU
means a lot to me and to all the graduates, because it is
what makes us a productive generation for the State of
Qatar. The University is the home of giving, and is the way
of development and progress. The goal in my scientific
life is to get a higher degree in my major to complete my
ambitions. My goals in my career are many, including
reaching the best professional position and acquiring the
necessary expertise and skills.”

Ibrahim Siddiq: “From the first day | entered the university, my family
supported me and gave me a lot of advice, especially my father who was

a faculty member at QU. | would like to thank everyone who supported me
during my academic career. The feeling of graduation is a very beautiful
feeling, a mixture of joy and sadness. | am happy that | graduated from
Qatar University after four years of fatigue and diligence, but | am sad at the
same time because | will leave the university that has become part of my
life. | aspire after this stage to join the College of Aviation, to become a pilot
and join Qatar Airways.”

Ahmed Ali Alyafei: “My joy is unspeakable after completing my university
studies despite all the challenges | faced. | consider myself a champion
graduate after challenging all these difficulties and achieving success. My
ambition today is to complete my higher studies. | will not stop at this stage
because science is a very large sea. QU means a lot to me. It has embraced
me and taught me a lot on how to be a responsible person who loves
learning and helps to spread it to others. The University is the best teacher
and educator. What is provided by our university to students is not easy and
cannot be found in most universities. To all the faculty who have taught me
throughout my years at the university, | wish that Allah document their efforts
as part of the account of their merits.”

Haya Abdul Hamid Rishi: “It was a dream | had since childhood, which was

to major in media. Today | graduated with a degree of excellence and a
graduation project that won the admiration of the entire department and won
the admiration of the Qatari newspaper Al-Sharg. My family is honored that

| completed my studies and achieved the dream of being a top student in the
academic field. Today | am very happy with this achievement, and sometimes
| cannot believe that | have actually finished my studies and received my
bachelor’s degree. Besides my feeling of happiness, | feel scared. My dreams
and ambitions increase as | reach a higher stage. | do not know what the days
are hiding for me. My ambition now is to complete my higher degree and get
my masters and doctorate in media.”

Hamad Mohamed Waheed Hussein: “| am proud of what | did during the
bachelor’s degree, especially as | worked hard to obtain my learning and
benefit from the distinguished professors. | was looking for all the information
| needed to increase understanding. Therefore, | am proud to have acquired
this knowledge of life and work during the university period. As for my
ambitions towards the future, | am joining the Masters of Religions and
Dialogue of Civilizations. | also aspire to achieve the highest degrees in the
field of advocacy and media.”

Talib Ali Mamad Al Murri: “The university degree is a guarantee for the future.
It will provide me with the job | aspire to have, then | will start my career in
the practical life. My family’s support for me was very great to complete my.
studies, where my parents supported me materially and morally. They also
helped me in maintaining a higher academic level, and reaching the dean’s

'.l"E:J, list. Their great support was the biggest incentive to complete my studies.
|| Graduation is an indescribable feeling: it is the first step towards achieving my
o future goals that | have been planning since childhood.”




Obaida Qahtan Jassim: “My family was my biggest supporter, providing

all | needed during my studies, starting with the place of study, some tips

that were very useful in choosing what to do in some subjects. The support
was not limited only to the school, but they encouraged me to participate

in volunteer and charity work, which in my opinion raises the morale of the
university student. In my view, the specialization of engineering, which |
graduated from today, tackles everything that people have to deal with in their
lives. This is an intellectual bias for specialization in engineering, especially
civil engineering. | love to work in this rich area, all around us like bridges,
towers, buildings and streets; glow beautifully in their designs and hide behind
complex calculations and high engineering experience.”

Nadir Al Talib: “QU means a lot to me. It is the second home of every student. It
brings us together with the rest of our fellow students under one roof; to seek
and learn. | would like to thank the faculty at QU whom we have learned a lot
from. They have always been passionate and eager to increase our knowledge
and deliver useful information to us. My family also has been a strong
supporter and motivator since the beginning of my studies at Qatar University,
they were a positive force, always enthusiastic towards me, and gave me the
useful and valuable tips and guidance.”

Wiyam Mohamed Amin Al Rawi: “QU was a window opened to me to learn
about myself first. | learned to take responsibility and self-reliance, and it

has refined my personal leadership through workshops and leadership tasks.
During my studies, | became head of the Chemistry Club, and a link between
the students and the Department of Chemistry. | joined the student leadership
program and passed the four levels. | also learned about volunteering for the
first time at QU and | felt the beauty of giving without charge. My family was
the first catalyst and inspiration in my life to continue my university studies,
and | put their confidence in my abilities to achieve what makes them happy
and makes me worthy of their trust and pride.”

Qatar University Press (QU Press) is a nonprofit
publishing house established in March 2018. The work
at the Press effectively started in September 2018. QU
Press aims to become a unique platform for quality
publishing and research excellence at the local, regional
and international levels. It also aims to develop and
support research and education at Qatar University

(QU) through the publication of digital and print peer
reviewed books and journals that adhere to international
publishing standards. During an interview, Prof. Talal
Abdulla Al-Emadi, QU Press Founding Director and
Editorial Committee Chair, gave us an overview about
the Press’ vision, objectives, and achievements as well
as its contribution to strengthening knowledge and
cultural life in the State of Qatar and the region.

PROF. TALAL AL-EMADI

“QU Press strives to be
recognized as a quality
scholarly publisher in the
region and the world”

Tell us about QU Press’ vision and objectives

QU Press strives to be recognized as a quality scholarly
publisher in the region and the world through a
commitment to the highest standards of scholarship,
effective dissemination of knowledge, and global impact.

The Press is committed to making innovative and

rigorous scholarships available (in print and online) to the
widest possible readership through its range of research
publications. It aims to foster the culture of research within
the community by encouraging and engaging researchers
and students in publishing innovative and impactful
interdisciplinary research. Additionally, the Press endeavors
to promote dialogue on contemporary and critical issues
that are of interest to the Qatari society, the region and the
world, as well as to maintain high standards for academic
publications and scholarly work through rigorous editorial
development and professional copyediting and design.
Last but not least, the Press aims to collaborate with
learned societies, scholarly associations, and libraries to
explore how new technologies can benefit and advance
scholarship.

How the establishment of QU Press is important to the
University?

QU Press is committed to fill the gaps in Arab publishing
in areas related to the compliance with international
standards, high research impact and indexing. This will be
achieved through focusing on innovative and high-quality
books and research that support socio-economic and
health development in Qatar and beyond.

The Press will provide QU students and faculty with high-
quality learning and teaching materials. It will contribute to
improving the quality of research, teaching and academic
programs through supporting innovation and research

and academic publishing. The Press will also give an
opportunity for faculty members to publish




their up-to-date research in compliance with the highest
standards. Additionally, the Press is committed to foster
the culture of research within QU while protecting the
University’s intellectual property, copyrights and patents.
Furthermore, the Press helps the University to achieve
academic excellence while promoting its partnerships
and disseminating its research findings. It serves as a link
between the academic community and local society, and
will contribute to advancing QU’s position in international
rankings.

QU Press promotes the dissemination of publications
in academic fields. What are these fields?

QU Press is dedicated to promoting the dissemination

of peer-reviewed books and research in many fields
including social and economic sciences, and humanities,
as well as technology, engineering, medicine, and more.
The Press is committed to enhance Qatari and Arab
academic works in both Arabic and English languages. It
will also publish the works of faculty and researchers from
inside and outside QU, as well as student dissertations,
conference proceedings in addition to the translation

of significant books and articles. Additionally, the Press

is creating a publishing platform for QU’s journals in
particular and journals from the Arab world in general. It is
worth mentioning that QU Press’ publications reflect QU’s
ongoing efforts to encourage and support interdisciplinary
and multidisciplinary research, or what is known in our
Islamic and Arabic heritage as the “synergy of sciences”.

Tell us about the Press’ achievements since its
inception

We have drafted publishing policies for books and journals,
which will ensure quality and compliance with international
standards. The Acquisitions Section received so far 35
submissions, from within and outside QU, in various fields:
architecture, history, international politics and the Qatar
blockade, Sharia and Islamic studies, Arab literature,
Qatari literature, Arab media, environment, business and
project management, engineering, astronomy, cyber
security, and maritime security and safety. We have also

drafted the production policy and guidelines and outlined
the house style for copyeditors and authors. Additionally,
the Press became member of the Association of Learned
& Professional Society Publishers and is working on
achieving membership in the Association of University
Presses. Furthermore, four competent members joined
in various full-time positions within the Press — Prof.
Abdala EI-Khatib, Research Project Manager; Dr. Okasha
El Daly, Head of Acquisitions; Dr. Murielle EI Hajj, Head
of Production; and Ms. Sabine Saad Al Awad, Senior
Acquisitions Editor.

What events and activities the Press will organize to
enrich the cultural life in Qatar?

The Press is currently designing a program to train
university students on research methodology and the
publication of peer reviewed articles. This program

will contribute to building national capacities in the

field of research and academic publishing. It will also
serve to spread the culture of intellectual engagement,
innovation, and growth, and will encourage working in

a publishing house. The Press is also planning to launch
its “Distinguished Speakers Series” aiming at hosting
prominent authors and intellectuals from Qatar and
beyond, as well as authors who published their work with
the Press. The “Distinguished Speakers Series” also aims
to support research and find ways to address new ideas
that drive social, economic and cultural growth, such

as social and economic sciences, technology, medicine,
arts, and more. It will also facilitate and boost knowledge
exchange between experts from Qatar and worldwide.

Tell us about QU Press participation in Doha
International Book Fair

The Doha International Book Fair is one of the most
important international book fairs in the region. QU Press
will participate within QU booth and the Press team will
brief the visitors on the Press and its policies and various
activities. In addition, the team will participate in the
lectures and workshops that will be held on the sidelines
of the fair’s activities.

Qu
ACHIEVEMENTS

Qatar University:
Past and Future

With the graduation of the 2018
Class, Qatar University (QU) will have
marked the graduation of 41 batches
of students since its establishment
in the late 1970s; since then the
University has been striving to be a
platform and a minaret of knowledge
and enlightenment in Qatar’s

aspired future. With this new batch,

the number of QU graduates has
exceeded 43,000 of which 30,000
are Qatari nationals.

The decree of establishing QU was issued on 8th. of June,
1977 under Law No.2. In 1974, the name suggested for
the university before it was established was the Green
Book of the Gulf University; the book includes a thorough
study of higher education, its plans and stages in Qatar.

The commencement of study at the College of Education
was advertised in the academic year 1973-1974; two
schools buildings were made ready for students by the
Ministry of Education (formerly led by Minister Sheikh
Jassim Bin Hamad Al Thani). The first building was for the
Teacher Training College (males) while the second was

the Teacher Training College (females). The college started
offering various scientific majors such as Chemistry,
Physics, Mathematics, Biology, Geology; students were
granted a bachelor degree in science and education. These
programs were the basis on which the College of Sciences
was established later on.

Non-scientific majors were also introduced beginning

with Geography, History, English and Arabic Languages,
Sociology and Community Service. Students were granted
a bachelor degree in Arts and Education; similarly, these
majors turned to be the basis of the subsequent College of
Humanities in addition to the Islamic Studies major, which
was the basis for establishing the College of Shariaa and
Islamic Studies.

After the issuance of the University Establishment Law in
December 1977, there appeared what was known as a
“Blue Book”, which is a study of the QU history outlining
the QU plans until the end of the 1990s.

Then, planning to have permanent buildings began with
the forming of the Foundational Committee whose designs
and studies were finalized in 1977 and construction works
began since then until they were completed in 1985.

The new buildings of the university were equipped with
more than 100,000 types of supplies, furniture, laboratory
and vocational apparatus, which were all placed and
installed in accordance with specific designs in an area of
approximately 100,000 square meters.




Qatar University Today

Since its establishment in 1973, QU has been the main
institution of higher education in Qatar. Today, it offers
quality education to more than 20,000 students, gets
along with international standards, and maintains the
fastest growing research profile in the region. Through
this astonishing, long journey, the University has always
been the beating heart and moving force of the society as
well as its center of enlightenment. It has contributed to
fulfilling the needs of the society for qualified personnel,
scholars, consultants, and researchers in various
specializations. The University has been interacting and
contributing to the development of the society through its
academic and research expertise.

The university develops, as the society needs increase;
thus, it expands its colleges, departments and academic
programs to fulfill the necessary needs required to achieve
the Qatar National Vision 2030. More importantly, the
University plays an even larger role, as it should always be
in the frontlines to encounter any challenges threatening
the country or society. It also employs its expertise in
planning and setting up strategies to enhance stability in
the social, economic, academic and human development
domains.

The University comprises nine colleges: Arts & Sciences,
Business & Economics, Education, Engineering, Law,
Pharmacy, Sharia & Islamic Studies, Health Sciences

and finally Medicine. It offers a wide range of academic
programs designed and selected to meet the requirements
and increasing needs of the Qatar’s society. The
University is dedicated to offer high quality education in
approximately 84 undergraduate and graduate programs
of which 41 postgraduate programs including 8 PhD
programs and 27 MA, MSc. in addition to the professional
PhD in Pharmacy.

Strategic Plan

The University has moved from the development phase to
the transformation process, which is based on a clear-cut
vision reflecting the outlook and guidance of the wise
leadership of Qatar and the University’s Council of Regents.
The new vision of the university has been formulated as
follows:

To be regionally recognized for distinctive excellence

in education and research, an institution of choice for
students and scholars and a catalyst for the sustainable
socio-economic development of Qatar. This transformation
is enhanced by the QU model, which, aims to show

the university as a national distinguished and leading
institution in providing high quality education and be

an active strategic partner in the national development

by offering learning opportunities for students to the
university.

The University strives to achieve this ambitious model
through offering various academic programs and research
projects based on international standards, taking into
account aspects and issues related to Arab-Islamic
culture and identity. It also aims to prepare a generation
of qualified mindful national leaders in the field of higher
education; and this has always been the pursuit of early
QU top officials since the university’s establishment. The
wise leadership of the country realized from the very
beginning the importance of knowledge and scholars in
developing the country and that is why Qatari nationals
have been prepared and equipped with knowledge to
contribute to the prosperity of the country.

During the last year, the University’s new strategy was
launched for the period 2018-2022 in order to complete
the range of accomplishments achieved before and begin a
new stage called “Transformation”; it includes 6 core goals

from which 7 strategies have been identified. They are as follows: Teaching and Learning Strategy; Student Experience
Strategy; Research and Knowledge Advancement Strategy; Institutional Excellence Strategy; Engagement Strategy; Digital
Transformation strategy; and Entrepreneurship and Innovation strategy. From these strategies, 34 main objectives have
been identified; until now, these objectives have resulted in 122 strategic initiatives.

Qatar Academicians

QU aims to prepare and train a second generation of Qatari leaders and academicians who will be responsible in the future
for pushing the QU wheels of development after being transformed into a well-established institution. In this context, the
University has appointed more than 130 Qatari academic staff; currently more than 100 male and female Qataris have
been carefully selected to complete their higher education abroad in the best internationally recognized universities so that
they come back to share their experience and knowledge.

Scientific Research

The significance and soundness of scientific research forms an essential element of the evaluation process in terms of its
influence on the degree of quotes/citations and peer reviewing. The University has transformed from being an institution
of learning to a platform of research, a long process that took time to be achieved. The University has identified three
research objectives: Building research capacities, quality assurance in the research projects, competitive capacity and
impact on scientific research globally, and contributing to building a knowledge-based economy.

The scientific research at QU is currently witnessing a prosperous phase. The University has received a total fund of
(207.3) million dollar granted by the National Priorities Research Program (NPRP); it also received a grant of 4.5 million
dollar from “the exceptional proposals category”. In the academic year 2017-2018, the University received 80 research
projects funded by Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF). The University also has research partnership with 332 local

and international institutions and has succeeded in increasing the number of referred research papers at a percentage of
422% during the period from 2010 to 2017. The University researchers have been able to publish more than 1400 research
papers in 2017; and has obtained 13 patents registered during the period: 2013-2018.




International Rankings

QU has emphasized ranking internationally during the

last few years, and has strived to get the academic
accreditations for several colleges and programs to
achieve quality assurance. Both international ranking and
academic accreditation are not ends, but they are means
to enable the University to observe performance, quality,
investigate strategies and applied plans in order to achieve
university objectives.

Concerning international ranking, QU ranked #332 in the
QS World University Rankings 2019 and advanced 17
positions from the previous year. In the Arab world, QU
ranked No 7 in the QS World University Rankings.

The University also ranked #35 in the Times Higher
Education (THE) BRICS & Emerging Economies Rankings;
an advancement from the previous year. At the level

of academic departments, the Electrical Engineering
Department has been positioned within the category of
(176-200) universities worldwide in the Times Higher
Education (THE).

Academic Accreditation

Academic Accreditation is the second element of
evaluating academic quality. A number of the colleges and
programs have been accredited by international institutions
of accreditation. For example, the various bachelor
engineering degree programs in the CENG are accredited
by Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology
(ABET). Lately, the Architecture Program was accredited
by NAAP (in USA). The Canadian Council has accredited
the bachelor’s degree program, College of Pharmacy in
addition to the professional PhD degree in Pharmacy for
Accreditation of Pharmacy Programs (CCAPP). The College
of Law’s programs have been accredited by The British
Accreditation Council (BAC), The College of Business and
Economics’ programs have been accredited by AACSB.
On the other hand, the College of Education as well as

its various programs have been accredited by NCATE.

In addition, the College of Education’s programs have
been accredited independently by certain international
accreditation institutions.

The college of Arts & Sciences comprises a variety of
accredited bachelor programs such as: BA in Mass
Communication, Interdisciplinary sciences, statistics,
Chemistry, in addition to the Master degree in
Interdisciplinary sciences. The English Language Program
has been accredited within the Foundation Program Unit by
CEA (an American Iﬁstitution).

Buildings Expansion

In accordance with its master plan, QU is developing its
infrastructure through building new facilities for students,
new colleges and research centers, administrative
services, and car parking areas. The Pharmacy Building
(22,000 square meters) is expected to launch this year;

it consists of a basement, and two floors. The Sports and
Events building (26,600 square meters) will be partially
opened. The buildings of Wind Dynamic Research Center
and Biomedical Laboratory have been completed. The
car parking near the Students Activities building (male) is
being expanded to accommodate 504 cars, over 300 more
than the previous parking.

Construction of many other buildings will commence this
academic year (2018-2019) including the Administrative
Offices Building project and water distribution network.

Concerning the plans, many new buildings will be
constructed in the coming years such as buildings of
College of Medicine and Health Sciences, College of
Sharia and Islamic Studies, Students’ Testing Center, and a
chemicals warehouse.

ISO as A Standard for Quality

All QU administrative sectors aim to maintain quality
assurance in alignment with international standards. ISO
certificate is an internationally reliable process aimed at
investigating the appropriate procedures followed. Among
the QU departments, which were granted this certificate
is the procurement department. This certificate pinpoints
the quality of services offered by the university to meet
the needs of its clients and make sure that procedures,
laws and regulations are in line with the approved
quality system in order to achieve the highest level of
effectiveness and efficiency.

It is worth noting that this success is not the first of its kind
at QU, but there have been other achievements such as
the Department of Safety, Environment and Health’s ISO

in 2015; The IT’ ISO in 2013 and was renewed in 2017
and the Public Services Office was granted ISO for quality
management system in 2013.
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A groundbreaking research project conducted by faculty from Qatar University College of Engineering
{QU-CENG) and external collaborators developed robotic toys that help children with autism leam to
react emotionally in social situations. The team designed a Nao Robot Platform, Robosapien/Femisapien
robots with joystick and camera interface, and a Chu Chu Train, These robotic toys can be programmed
to perform activities and help children with autism tic
indulge in gameplay with other children, and exp

QU Health Cluster

As part of the State’s policy, which aims to improve health services, Qatar University announced in 2017 the establishment
of “Health Cluster” which includes the colleges of Pharmacy, Medicine and Health Sciences. QU has been working hard

to fulfill the market’s needs for qualified national specialized cadre in all various fields related to health, safety and
pharmaceutical industry. The University began this endeavor in 2006 when the Pharmacy Program was launched in the
College of Arts & Sciences; and after a short period, a decision was made to transform this program into an independent
college from which the first batch (female) graduated in 2011.

On November 30, 2014, the QU Board of Regents approved the executive and strategic plan of establishing the College of
Medicine, which was vital to prepare a new generation of skilled Qatari doctors who understand and experience the social
and economic changes of their society that require health care and services. In November 2015, on behalf of HH the Emir
of Qatar, His Excellency Sheikh Dr. Abdullah Bin Ali Al-Thani, deputy of QU Board of Regents’ President and accompanied
by a number of ministers, inaugurated the new building of the College of Medicine. Because of accomplishments achieved
by the Department of Health Sciences and Biomedical Sciences Program, the College of Health Sciences was established in
2016. For more than 30 years, the College has been offering four bachelor programs in the fields of Biomedical Sciences,
Human Nutrition, Public Health, and finally Physical Therapy, in addition to offering Master and PhD degree programs.



STUDENTS
ACHIEVEMENTS

QU Board of Regents Honors the
Winning Students in the Destination
Imagination 2018

Achieved first place in scientific and
improvisational challenges

Vice Chairman of Qatar University’s (QU) Board of
Regents HE Sheikh Dr. Abdulla bin Ali Al-Thani yesterday
honored the students who won first place in scientific and
improvisational challenges in Destination Imagination (DI)
2018 which took place in Tennessee on May 23-26.

The students Aldana Ali Alyafei and Suhila Tariq Zaffer (QU
College of Engineering), Sameera Hamad AlMuraikhi (QU
College of Business and Economics), Sumaya Tariq Zaffer,
Raja Mohamed Aderdor and Al-Anga Alharbi (QU College
of Arts and Sciences), and Fatima Al Mansouri (QU College
of Education) represented QU Destination Imagination
competition in the scientific and improvisational
challenges.

HE Sheikh Dr. Abdulla bin Ali Al-Thani was joined by QU
President Dr. Hassan Al Derham and QU VPs, officials, and
staff.

The finals of the scientific challenge witnessed a strong
competition between the State of Qatar, China and the US.
As the culminating event of the DI season, Global Finals
provides finalists with the opportunity to showcase their
top-scoring innovative solutions in the areas of science,
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM),
as well as service learning and improvisation, at the
world’s largest celebration of creativity. The solutions
were assessed by a panel of trained judges, ranging

from educators to entrepreneurs to engineers, and were
scored on a variety of elements, including originality,
workmanship, presentation and teamwork.

QU Director of Student Services and Activities Dr. Abdulla
Al-Yafei congratulated the winning students saying, “We
are proud of our students’ achievement. The university

is not limited to classroom learning. At QU, the students
are engaged in programs and activities that contribute

to enhancing their practical, leadership, problem-solving
and teamwork skills, and to preparing them for the labor
market. High national competencies play a key role in
overcoming the challenges resulting from the current
blockade imposed against Qatar. They also contribute to
the fulfillment of the future national development plans.”
Student Sameera Hamad AlMuraikhi said: “We are proud
of this achievement. We will establish a club to transfer
our knowledge and expertise to other students in order to
prepare them to participate in international competitions.”
Student Fatima Al Mansouri said: “This achievement
underlines the importance of investing in human forces to
build a nation and achieve success.”

QU Pharmacy students sweep 10 out of
12 awards at international conference
in Argentina

A team of four female students from the College

of Pharmacy of Qatar University (QU) won 10 out

of 12 awards during their participation in the 64th
International Pharmaceutical Students Federation
Conference. The conference was held in Argentina
with participation from 60 countries all vying for the
coveted ‘Medicines Manufacturing at Advance Phases’,
‘Patient Pharmaceutical Counseling’ and ‘Clinical Skills
Challenges’ contests. The QU students achieved first
place in the conference and elevated Qatar’s reputation
in international forums. They were Ikram Zookh, Sarah
Al-Dali, Igraa Qurashi and Sarah Diyab.

Dr. Alla Al-Awaisi Assistant Dean for Student Affairs and
Team Supervisor said: “This success is a proof of our
rigorous program’s supremacy. The mission of the College
of Pharmacy is to prepare the students to provide an
optimum health care service as well as to enhance its
outputs. We hope our graduates will become the future
leaders of the health care sector in Qatar and raise its
standard to the best level.”

One of the team members, Sarah Diyab, said, “The
students’ organization was fabulous, and that motivated
us to join this conference and bring latest ideas back to
Qatar. As the head of the Pharmacist Students Association
in Qatar, | also had a role in voting and certainly enjoyed
making the say in significant decisions of the conference.
Overall, this experience represents an opportunity to
improve part of our program outputs such as in the areas
of leading and managing student skills.”

¥
-

T

Three Qatar University Research
Papers among the Best in the American
Chemical Society Conference

Three research papers by Qatar University (QU) students
have been elected among the best submissions in the
256th session of the American Chemical Society held in
Boston, Massachusetts, USA.

Six students from the Department of Chemistry and Earth
Sciences recently presented their researches at the event.
Adam Khattabi, Abdurrahman Kareem and Mahmoud
Zagout presented their papers in the Environmental
Chemistry, while Mohamed Abu Saiba and Saeed Aalami
presented their papers in the Inorganic Chemistry and
Abdurrahman Adil in Medical Chemistry. Research work
by Mohamed Hussein (in Analytical Chemistry), Mahmoud
Zagout and Mohamed Abu Saiba were adjudged as
elected.

In addition, the team presented a poster under the title,
‘QU Students Updated Approach to Empower the Young
Chemists and Outreaching the Community.” The students
interacted with peers from different parts of the world

and shared the vision and achievements of QU in previous
editions of the conference. During the event, public interest
in the QU model and standards was recognized and

teams from Egypt, Iraq and Turkey showed enthusiasm in
cooperating with QU participants in the future.

Student Abdurrahman Adil, the team secretary, said:

“It was a matter of pride for all of us to present our
scientific efforts as representatives of Qatar in this

globally renowned science conference. We were thrilled

to experience the emerging knowledge in the field of
chemistry, and to interact with scholars and experts around
the world, including being able to interact with stalwarts
such as Sir James Fraser, the winner of Nobel Prize in
Chemistry 2016.”




Nine local & and international awards
crown
‘Team Al-Bayraq’ efforts

Al-Bayraq team celebrated its achievements for Spring
2018. This included the celebration of the conclusion
of the 4th session of “I Explore the Materials” track,
which successfully attracted 414 students from 19
schools around the country. This track succeeded

in producing 107 projects presented by Al-Bayraq
participants. Furthermore, Al-Bayraq celebrated the
conclusion of the “Problems Solving” program, which
was intended for early levels for grade 3 and 4 of the
elementary stage.

Al-Bayraq team also celebrated the confirmation of
nine awards for this session, seven out of which are
locals from the 10th National Students Research
Exhibition. These local awards were the great award
on the (Capability of Representing Qatar) at “INTEL
ISEF 2018,” which will take place in the United States
in the area of “Methanol Usage as a Catalyst for
Energy Generating.” The same research ranked at
second place in the (Chemistry and Material Sciences)
category and at first place for the (Special Prizes)

of Shell-Qatar. Another research about (A Device to
Overcome an Autism Problem) ranked second place in
the (Medical Engineering) category, the same research
ranked first place in the (Special Prizes) category
provided by Texas A&M University. The third place of
the (Chemistry and Materials Sciences) category went
to a research on “The Usage of a New Type of Paint for
the First Time “Ni-P-C3N4” with the same title ranking
on second place for the (Special Prizes) provided by
Shell-Qatar.

Al-Bayraq won its eighth award on the (Capability of
Representing Qatar) at “ITEX 2018” exhibition held in
Malaysia with the participation of various scientific
projects from several countries. In addition, at this
exhibition Al-Bayrag won its ninth international award
for 2018 as it ranked second place at “ITEX 2018”
exhibition for its research on “Manufacturing of a
Plastic Type able for Decomposition by Usage of the
Soybean Peel.”

PARTNERSHIPS

Driving sustainable
partnerships with local and
international institutions

Qatar University (QU) is advancing its
goal to become a leader of economic
and social development in Qatar through
signed agreements and strategic
partnerships with industry, government,
academia, business and civil society in
Qatar and beyond. The University has
signed more than 400 collaborative
projects in over 130 countries. These
collaborations contribute to promoting
quality education and research in Qatar
and the region. They provide a myriad of

opportunities for students to advance in
their academic and research experience
in their relevant disciplines in line with
QU’s strategies towards improving student
outcomes and maximizing their potential.

These agreements also serve to engage
students in academic, cultural, research
and other activities and bring them
together with experts, specialists, leaders,
and change makers, as well as with

their peers from other QU colleges and
institutions around the world.




QU signed many MoUs with various institutions, as follows:

- QU and Dolphin Energy Limited signed a collaborative
agreement to sponsor CENG’s activities and events during
the academic year 2017-2018 such as Engineering Week,
Computing Contest, Senior Design Contest, Traffic Safety
Ambassadors Program, and others.

- QU signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with
Louis Berger Egis Rail Joint Venture to provide young
students with mentoring, internships and training programs
to enhance their potential and create opportunities for their
career advancement.

- The Center for Humanities and Social Sciences (CHSS)
at Qatar University College of Arts and Sciences (QU-CAS)
signed an agreement with the Behavioral Healthcare
Center (BHC) to establish collaboration in the field of
graduate studies and organize joint studies and events.

- QU and Qatar Petroleum (QP) signed a 3-year
collaborative agreement to sponsor QU research centers
and projects that cover various areas related to the
needs of Qatari society such as energy, environment and
sustainability; social change and identity; health; and
Information and Communication Technology (ICT).

- Qatar University College of Business and Economics (QU-
CBE) signed a memorandum of understanding with AMWAL
Company to establish collaboration in the field of executive
training, education, and research.

- Qatar University College of Engineering (QU-CENG) signed
a collaborative agreement with Supreme Committee for
Delivery and Legacy (SC) to establish collaboration in the
field of education, research, consultancy, and knowledge
exchange.

- QU and Jassim and Hamad bin Jassim Charitable
Foundation (HBJ Foundation) signed a collaborative
agreement to cooperate on financial aids, volunteerism
and community services, and social initiatives, projects
and programs.

- QU signed a collaborative agreement with the Social
Development Center (NAMA) to establish collaboration

in the field of volunteerism, community service, student
leadership, entrepreneurship, and sports activities, as well
as all social initiatives, projects and programs.

- QU and Microsoft Qatar signed a collaborative agreement
to facilitate the efficient and effective use of information
communications technology (ICT) to improve teaching and
learning at QU.

- QU signed an agreement for the Establishment of
“Seawater Treatment & Deceleration Standardization Unit”
between the Center for Advanced Materials at QU (CAM-
QU) and the Qatar Electricity and Water Company (QEWC).
The agreement aims to collaborate in solving challenges
facing the reverse osmosis desalination industry in Qatar,
such as operational problems, technology transfer and use
of chemicals for seawater treatment.

- QU and Barzan Holdings QSTP-LLC signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) to establish
collaboration in the field of research, development,
training, and advisory.

- QU signed a collaborative agreement with Qatari German
Medical Devices Company to collaborate in the field of
research and development. Both parties will collaborate to
develop safe syringes technology and to own patents in an
area critical to the company.

- QU and the Protection and Social Rehabilitation Centre
(AMAN) signed a collaborative agreement to establish
collaboration on scientific studies about the disintegration
of some families as a result of the blockade and the
violence against children and adolescents and its
relationship to parenting.

- QU signed a memorandum of understanding with
Qatar Debate Center (QD) to strengthen collaboration in
heightening youth’s competencies in the art of debate
through equipping them with the best skills and high-
quality technologies.

- QU and the Qatar Financial Centre (QFC) Authority
renewed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) that
detailed cooperation efforts in scientific research and
education field.

- College of Law at Qatar University entered into an
agreement with Boston University School of Law (BU) to
develop a Counter-Terrorist Financing Training Program,
an intensive one-week course designed to enhance the
capacity of Qatar’s legal professionals and government
officials to combat the global threat of terrorist financing.

- Qatar University College of Arts and Sciences (QU-
CAS) signed a memorandum of understanding with
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE) and Qur’anic
Botanic Garden, Qatar Foundation (QF), to strengthen
their collaboration and conduct joint interdisciplinary
and multidisciplinary research projects in the field of
environment, botany, education, culture, and sustainable
development.

- Qatar University College of Pharmacy (QU-CPH) signed
a memorandum of understanding with Qatar Pharma

to establish collaboration in the field of education and
research.

- Qatar University College of Education (QU-CED) and
Teach for Qatar signed a memorandum of understanding
to establish collaboration in the field of education and
research.

- QU and The University of Newcastle — Australia
signed a memorandum of understanding to strengthen
their collaboration and cooperate on the design and
development of advanced materials for energy and
environmental applications.

- QU signed a memorandum of understanding with Qatar
Red Crescent to collaborate in research efforts to prepare
bulletins, periodicals and studies and in organizing
conferences, seminars and training.

- QU and the Ministry of Energy and Industry signed a
memorandum of understanding to bring together two
national institutions with a set of shared objectives in
terms of the legal aspect and its applications in the fields
of energy.

- The University signed a cooperation agreement with the
Université Bretagne Sud to cooperate on cybersecurity,
implement common ideas and enhance cooperation

in research and training that includes the training on
cybercrime management.

- QU College of Engineering signed a cooperation and
partnership agreement with TUBITAK (Turkey) and
Cybersecurity (Malaysia) to promote cooperation in this
area.

- Qatar University signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Arab Institute for Planning to
cooperate in the fields of consultations, training, research
and studies, institutional support and development
forums.

- College of Engineering (QU-CENG) and the Swedish
National Center signed a memorandum of understanding
to collaborate in the field of Traffic Safety and
Transportation. The MoU aims to carry out joint research
between the two institutions.




RESEARCH

Developing Heart Valves to fit Humans

Living Cells:

A Research Team at QU College of Health
Sciences is developing engineered living

heart valves

Researchers at Qatar University (QU) have made a leap forward in developing engineered living heart valves that can work
like natural heart valves and grow bigger after implantation in the human heart.

The team generated the valve using a combination of nanotechnology, 3D printing and newly developed tissue engineer-
ing techniques. They made a 3D shaped heart valve using a special type of nanofiber-based biomaterial, which was then

injected with living human cells, and grown inside a tissue incubator before being ready to go through the testing and
implantation phase. The injected cells create and deposit their own natural matrix over time, while the initial
supporting material used to make the valve slowly degrades and get replaced by the matrix deposited by the cells. This
technique called “tissue engineering” is one of the latest advancements in the field of biomedical engineering and has
recently been successfully applied to develop engineered human skins and bladders.

This unique research was published in the Scientific
Reports journal by Nature publications, a leading scientific
publisher worldwide. The team consists of scientists from
various institutions in different countries including Qatar,
USA, UK, and the research was funded by Qatar National
Research Fund (QNRF).

QU College of Health Sciences Dean and Biomedical
Research Center Director Dr. Asma Al Thani said, “This is
a remarkable achievement and a clear indication of how
our talented researchers at QU are leading cutting-edge
research using the latest technologies to serve humanity.
QU College of Engineering Assistant Professor and Lead
Principal Investigator of the project Dr. Anwarul Hasan

said: “These viable, biocompatible and durable engineered
tissue valves offer numerous advantages in comparison to
currently available metal valves and animal valves which
often create complications with the body’s natural defense
system or last only a few years. The engineered tissue
valves will last longer, be adopted by the body without
rejection and grow with the patient’s growth.”

Hamad General Hospital Medical Director Dr.Yousuf Al
Maslamani said, “This achievement is the result of QU’s
collaboration with prestigious international institutions and
is a milestone in the development of human implantable
engineered tissues and organs, especially given the
enormous shortage of organ donors and the great need for
such biologically engineered organs and tissues.”

The team also employed a series of new testing
procedures for engineered heart valves to ensure the
highest quality of the developed valves before their
implantation in the living body, using tests involving a
pulse duplicator and echocardiography machine that have
enormous potential for routine application in engineered
tissue testing before their implantation.

In Collaboration with national, regional and international organizations,
QU CEN Research Team has developed Biomedical Research Works:

As a part of its research groups, Qatar University College

of Engineering (QU-CENG) has expanded its research
groups in the biomedical area in collaboration with
national, regional and international organizations to
provide advanced results that benefit all parties. These
distinguished achievements have been attained because of
QU faculty’s endeavors and partnerships.

CENG Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies
Prof. Abbes Amira won first place in DELL EMC Envision
the Future competition, published many papers in high
quality journals and conferences, delivered talks, organized
special sessions and tutorials in high quality international
conferences, and obtained some awards including the
VARIAN award. Prof Amira’s collaborators are Hamad
Medical Corporation (HMC), Harokopio University of Athens,
and University College of London. QU-CENG Department of
Mechanical and Industrial Engineering Associate Professor
Dr. John-John Cabibihan had achieved research progress
like the development of artificial but humanlike touch for
prosthetic or robotic hands, social robots as companions
for children with autism, graphene-based touch sensors
for surgical graspers, low-cost prosthetic hands with high
accuracy shape and size, and patent-pending technologies
for Smart Robotic Train Toy and Anti-Spoof Detection for
Fingerprint Sensors. The collaborators are HMC, Qatar Red
Crescent Society, Qatar Humanitarian Innovation Lab at the
Social and Economic Survey Research Institute (SESRI),
National University of Singapore and Tufts University.

QU-CENG Department of Electrical Engineering Associate
Professor Dr. Faycal Bensaali has published more than
30 publications to date in biomedical research. He won
the awards of Best Oral & Best Poster Presentation at the
ELSO-SWAC conference, in addition to receiving one US
provisional patent. Dr. Bensaali collaborated with HMC,
Harokopio University Athens (Greece), Alfred |. duPont
Hospital for Children (USA), and Hamad Bin Khalifa
University (HBKU).

QU-CENG Department of Electrical Engineering Professor
Serkan Kiranyaz and his research team won a number

of awards in the conferences he attended. The Finnish
science magazine Rajapinta (Interface) published

an interview with him about Nature — SREP article,
“Personalized Monitoring and Advance Warning System for
Cardiac Arrhythmias.”

QU-CENG Department of Computer Science and
Engineering Associate Professor Dr. Uvais Qidwai
developed several prototype devices, which are being
tested on real patients in HMC. These include a smart bed
for monitoring stroke patients, arm rehabilitation system
at Rumaillah, robotic toys at step by step school, etc. Dr.
Qidawi has over 30 publications in reputable conferences
and Journals including Nature Scientific Reports,
Translational research in Stroke, and IEEE Transactions, in
addition, two patents have been filed.

Dr. Qidawi collaborators are HMC, Rumaillah Hospital,
Qatar Rehabilitation Institute, Mada Center for Assistive
Technologies, Shafallah Center for Children with Special
Needs, Step by Step School for Children with Special
Needs, Al-Awsaj Academy, University of Warwick, UK,
James Paget University Hospital, UK, Agha Khan University
Hospital, Pakistan, University of Alberta, Canada, and
Universiti Teknologi Petronas in Malaysia.

QU-CENG Department of Electrical Engineering Professor
Mohieddine Ben Ammar has added research contributions
to the field of surgical operations. The HMC’s “Stars of
Innovation Award of Excellence 2015 has been granted to
him”, and has been filed as a US Patent, which is expected
to be granted soon.

Dr. Farid Al-Tawati, Professor of Electrical Engineering
has developed a healthcare monitoring system equipped
with a data recording device in collaboration with Putra
University - Malaysia, Sultan Qaboos’ University-Oman
and the Canadian University in Dubai. Dr. Anwar Hasan
professor of Mechanical Engineering has made a number
of achievements such as developing a new patch to treat
skin wounds for patients with diabetics; this advancement
may save the limbs of thousands of diabetics and prevent
them from amputation in Qatar and worldwide. Dr. Anwar
is developing an engineering platform that can be used to
study 3D Gene mutation in the cancerous tissues.

QU Director of Research Planning and Development Dr.
Aiman Erbad has conducted several research works in
the field of Biomedical Sciences. Dr. Erbad introduced

the Deep Learning (DL) approach based on Convolutional
Auto-Encoder (CAE), to compress and reconstruct the vital
signs in general and Electroencephalogram Signal (EEG)
specifically with minimum distortion.
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Extr a ctl n A promising research project by researchers from
g Qatar University Center for Advanced Materials
(QU-CAM) will serve to extract nanocellulose from
I I I palm waste with the aim to overcome negative
n a n 0 ce u 0 s e environmental consequences of its disposal and

promote sustainability. This is in line with QU's

commitment to tackling local challenges and
ro m p a m rees seeking research solutions for real-world problems.
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PUBLICATIONS

QU Academic Staff:s
New Releases

Qatar University embraces highly qualified
faculty who strive to produce their
intellectual endeavors inside and outside
the university, for they believe that their
role in the society is to be a source of
knowledge and enlightenment. They put
emphasis on perfecting their scholarly
written works and ensure they meet

the needs of the present and upcoming
generations. The following are selected
samples of QU faculty>s publications.
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Dr. Emad Abdul-Latif is an associate professor, Dept. of Arabic Language, Qatar
University.

Dr. Emad wrote a book titled “Rhetoric and Cross-Cultural Communication”
published by Shahrayar Books, Irag. The book explores the rhetorical and
communicative dimensions of dialogue with the West. The author emphasizes
that any serious pursuits to enhance cross-cultural communication shall benefit
and make use of communicative, rhetorical and pragmatic approaches. The
book aims to achieve two objectives, the first objective is practical, to identify
the linguistic and rhetorical problems hampering or failing dialogue between
Arabs and the West, pinpoint the roots and causes of these problems and finally
suggest some practical solutions to overcome them. The second objective

is theoretical; it is an attempt to propose a theoretical basis highlighting
similarities and differences between Arabic language and Arab culture on one
hand, and other languages and Western cultures, mainly English and Anglo-
American culture, on the other.

The introduction includes the book’s objectives, methodology, and organization.
It also offers a critical presentation of the previous studies on the same topic.
The first chapter deals with the historical and political contexts within which
the cross-cultural communication idea emerged. It also makes mention of the
communication’s goals, ins and outs, types and nature of the participants. The
second chapter includes a detailed discussion of the role a language plays in
communicating with the West. The third chapter tackles communication with
the West from a rhetorical perspective and it deals with the impact of different
rhetorical genres of Arab and Western cultures on the written communication
between them. The fourth chapter explains the verbal communication steps
between Arabs and Westerners, and it studies the impact of differences
between the two cultures and the meaning of non-verbal elements such as
signs, sounds, and movements. Finally, the conclusion includes the general
findings of the research, and a list of recommendations to individuals and
institutions involved in cross-cultural communication between Arabs and
Westerners.

Dr. Luai Ali Khalil: “Between Two Bullets” A Collection of Stories

Dr. Luay Khalil is a faculty member of the QU Arabic Department. He wrote

a collection titled “Between Two Bullets,” which is the second collection of
“The Blog of War” written after the first collection titled “Birds; Blood.” He
follows up his earlier work, where he depicted dimensions of the Syrian
revolutions and its victims; he dedicated the first collection to pinpoint the end
of children under warfare. He dedicated his second collection to talk about
the people who suffered greatly from war and aggression. So, his dedication
reads as follows, “To the rest of Syrians seeking an abode and live between
two bullets: one bullet skipped you and the other is waiting.” In this collection,
Dr. Khalil is conducting a dramatic trial for the political demagogues of the
Syrian regime after the failure of world powers in taking them to court. Here,
the pen is becoming a means of demonstrating the victims’ tragedies all over
the country. The author shows his astonishing dramatic and narrative talent
through shedding light on the lives and conditions of his people in a critical
tone confirming the clashing nature of literature and its bias to man; this can
be inferred from the various depictions of characters connected emotionally
and ethically and sharing others’ feelings and solidarity. The suffering is one
and bullets do not discriminate between a child, a woman, or a man; all people
are aspiring for salvation; these portrayals are arranged, merged and written in
an artistic style. “Between Two Bullets” will always remain in the mindsets of
Syrians with its ends, artistic and affectionate experience.




Dr. Mahrous Buraik’s “Syntax and Innovation: A Textual Perspective to
Interpret Ancient Arab Poetry”

Associate Professor at the Department of Arabic Dr. Mahrous Buraik, wrote
a book titled: “Grammar and Innovation: A Textual Perspective to Interpret
Ancient Arab Poetry,” the book is newly published by Dar Konooz al-Marefa,
Jordan (A Revised Edition), 2018.

The book explores the 7th lengthy and well-known ancient Arab poems
called “Al-Mu’allagat” and conducts a textual interpretation. It consists of
five chapters: the first chapter is on the fundamentals of speech synthesis
and text writing; the second chapter on the primary syntactical meaning and
its impact on poetry. Chapter three focuses on “Text: Definition and Criteria
for its Categorization.” The fourth chapter tackles “The Textual Coherence
between Old and New Scholars.” The writer also elaborates on the forms of
textual coherence as perceived by early scholars and contemporary Arab and
Western authorities in rhetoric and syntax.

Chapter five highlights the particles of textual coherence such as referencing
by using pronouns and demonstrative nouns, simile particles, coordination,
structural parallel, semantic contrast, etc. It is worth noting that this book is
considered an up-to-date textual study in the Arab World, and was originally
an academic dissertation conducted at Cairo University in 2002.

Dr. Ibrahim Amer: “The Arab Novel and Cinematic Production: Towards an
Integrated Theory of Arts”

Assistant Professor at the Department of Arabic Dr. Ibrahim Amer authored
the book titled: “The Arab Novel and Cinematic Production: Towards an
Integrated Theory of Arts” published by Dar Konooz al-Marefa, Jordan. The
book reiterates the idea of integration or overlapping of arts through studying
the impact of cinematic discourse on the Arab novel discourse; the study
has selected the “art of production” to be the affecting element in the Arab
novel. This focus on cinematic features is required in the field of critical and
cultural studies.

The first chapter of Dr. Ibrahims book focuses on the technique “duplication”
for this purpose, the author conducts a practical study on Najeeb Mahfoud’s
novel “Miramar,” 1967. Chapter two deals with the technique “merging”

and for this purpose, the writer studies the novel “Hanan” by Majeed Tobia
in 1981 as an application. Chapter three focuses on the technique “gradual
disguise and appearance” and for this purpose, the writer chose the novel:
“Malik Al-Hazeen (the Sad Malik)” by Ibrahim Aslan as an application. The
last chapter is dedicated to the technique “cutting,” the writer chose a novel
titled “Children with No Tears” by Ala Diyab as an application.

COLLEGES
NEWS




College of Medicine:

Researchers Unravel the Complex
Sperm Factors that Trigger Egg
Development into an Embryo upon
Fertilization

A groundbreaking research project by Qatar University
(QU) research team and external collaborators assessed
the veracity of PAWP (post acrosomal WW domain-binding
protein) versus PLC-zeta (PLCz), as the major sperm-
derived protein candidates for initiating Ca2+ oscillations
in the unfertilized egg. Understanding the vital Ca2+
signaling mechanism will contribute to major therapeutic
developments in the field of assisted reproductive
technology.

Led by QU College of Medicine (CMED) Assistant Professor
of Biochemistry Dr. Michail Nomikos, the team includes
recently recruited CMED Professor of Molecular and
Cellular Biology Prof Anthony Lai and research collaborator
Prof Karl Swann (Cardiff University, UK).

Commenting on this research, QU Vice President for
Medical and Health Sciences and CMED Dean Dr. Egon
Toft said, “This award-winning research is an excellent
example of the important biomedical projects taking
place at CMED and demonstrates the highest level of
competency and excellence in research. International
recognition of this research success positively reflects the
college’s collaborative efforts with local and international
institutions to advance the healthcare sector in Qatar and
beyond, and will further promote biomedical research on
healthcare issues of great interest and benefit to society.
Importantly, it also demonstrates QU’s firm commitment to
offering high-quality research to serve the community in
line with the Qatar National Health Strategy.”
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The research team completed a research project titled

“Is PAWP the “real” sperm factor?” Their research paper
won the “Outstanding Paper Award 2017”, an accolade
given by the Asian Journal of Andrology (AJA) for the most
influential publications that provide significant impact in
reproductive medicine.

At fertilization, the primary event following fusion of the
sperm and egg (oocyte) is a series of transient rises

in the intracellular free Ca2+ concentration, termed

Ca2+ oscillations. Over the past decade, mounting
experimental and clinical evidence has been congruent
with the hypothesis that the sperm factor responsible

for the initiation of Ca2+ oscillations during mammalian
fertilization is a testis-specific isoform of PLC-zeta (PLCz).
The prize-winning study compared PLCz with PAWP,

a sperm head protein that exclusively resides in the
postacrosomal sheath region of the perinuclear theca.

In a FASEB Journal paper, it was claimed that PAWP
produces Ca2+ oscillations and pronuclear formation in
human and mouse oocytes similar to that observed during
intracytoplasmic sperm injection. This competing claim
made for PAWP highlights the requirement to determine
the relative contributions of PAWP and PLCz in enabling
successful fertilization to occur.

College of Law:

LAWC hosts conference on
linkages between organized
crime and terrorism

LAWC held from April 25 to 26, is the international
conference on “Exploring and Countering the Linkages
between Organized Crime and Terrorism,” in collaboration
with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC).

In his remarks, LAWC Dean Dr. Mohammed Abdulaziz

Al Khulaifi said, “This is no doubt an important issue

in today’s world. LAWC appreciates very much the
collaboration with the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime in holding this forum. We believe that organized
crime and terrorism are serious international crimes that
are a threat to the international community, hence they
should be confronted and eliminated.”

He added, “Qatar has taken serious measures to combat
both crimes on the legislative and institutional levels. On
the legislative level, Qatar passed the law No 3 of 2004
on Combating Terrorism, which was amended on July
12,2017, the Law on Combating Money Laundering and
Terrorist Financing No 4 of 2010 and the Law No 15 of
2011 on Combating Human Trafficking. On the institutional
level, Qatar established the National Committee for
Combating Terrorism, the National Committee for Anti-
Money Laundering, Anti-Terrorist Financing and the
National Committee for Combating Human Trafficking,
and the Authority for Charitable Activities to ensure that
charitable contributions are not used for illegal purposes.”
UNODC Chief of Organized Crime and lllicit Trafficking
Branch, Division for Treaty Affairs Ms Loide Loide Lahja
Aryee said, “No state, no matter how powerful, can defeat
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organized crime and terrorism alone, nor the nexus
between these two crimes. The international academic
conference on “Exploring and Countering the Linkages
between Organized Crime and Terrorism” organized by
UNODC and hosted by Qatar University, is an important
and timely event to explore this worrisome phenomenon
which constitutes a serious threat to international peace
and security.”

It worthy of note that the conference discussed areas
covering linkages identification, empirical data and real-life
case studies, the links between firearms trafficking and
terrorism, online-related terrorism-related activities and
unholy alliances and their threats.




College of Arts and Sciences:

The International Conference in
Computational Linguistics and
Automated Programming of the
Arabic Language

The College of Arts and Sciences organized the
International Conference in Computational Linguistics
and Automated Programming of the Arabic Language.
The conference aims to review the latest theoretical and
practical research achievements in the field of automatic
processing of the Arabic language, as well as testing and
evaluating the most important applications related to the
Arabic language. In addition, the conference explores the
most important research and practical trends concerning
computer linguistics, particularly in the Arabic language.

Dr. Rashid Al Kuwari, Dean of College of Arts and Sciences,
said, “The College of Arts and Sciences has always sought
to search for the meeting points of different disciplines.

It also provides impetus to the necessary enabling of
interdisciplinary useful researches of genuine practical
value that serve the human civilization and achieve our
aspirations in serving all residents of Qatar. In addition,

it lends an expansion in the academic field for new
disciplines that simultaneously meet the needs of citizens
and the market and remove the demarcations between
disciplines. Thus creating real opportunities for creativity
and excellence raised by Qatar University as a slogan, and
the College of Arts and Sciences pursues to achieve it in
the practical, scientific and academic levels.”

Dr. Ali Al Kubaisi, Director General of the World Organization
for the Arabic Language Development, said: “Since its
inception, the World Organization for the Arabic Language
Development - a member of the Qatar Foundation for
Education, Science and Community Development - has
recognized the need to work towards the development

of Arabic language computing, making it one of its main
objectives.

oglellg ulaVl diul4a
College of Arts and Sciences
QATAR UNIVERSITYln § d o ol

Essentially, the cooperation between the organization and
Qatar University is natural because we both share the
same belief in the priority of endorsing scientific research
in the fields of computerization of the Arabic language
and supporting its development. This is part of joint work
and an important part of bilateral cooperation program to
promote the Arabic language, and to keep it updated with
the latest technologies.”

The number of research papers reached 25 that discussed
several topics, the most important of which are:

e |ssues of blog linguistics and its usage in the Arabic
language computing applications and its automatic
processing

e Automated recognition technologies for Arabic speech
and synthesis of speech

e Automatic identification of Arabic speech and conversion
into digital text

¢ The automated synthesis and generation of spoken
words by converting digital texts to their vocal
transcriptions

e Building of Arabic sound databases and their language
vocabulary, Arabic Optical Character Recognition
applications

e |ssues of optical identification of the Arabic letters and its
difficulties, the leading applications in this field

e Automated semantic analysis of the Arabic text and their
subjective classification

College of Health Sciences:

QU-CHS celebrates its
remarkable achievements
during the academic year
2017-2018

Qatar University College of Health Sciences (QU-CHS)
recently held the CHS Day to celebrate its remarkable
achievements. The Vice President for Medical and Health
Sciences and Dean of the College of Medicine Prof Egon
Toft, and CHS Dean and QU Biomedical Research Center
(BRC) Director Prof Asma Al-Thani and CHS faculty,
students and representatives of the college’s partners
attended the ceremony.

The event included the distribution of certificates of
appreciation to 195 clinical preceptors and field practice
supervisors of the Biomedical Sciences, Human Nutrition
and Public Health programs. 149 students were also
honored for being on the Dean’s List. Additionally, 95
students from the Biomedical Sciences, Human Nutrition
and Public Health programs were appraised for entering
their clinical practice in the last semester of their degrees,
and seven Biomedical Sciences graduates were appraised
for passing the American Society for Clinical Pathology
(ASCP) Board of Certification (BOC) exam. Moreover, seven
students accomplished the scientific research competition
for “SEHHA-Qatar Scientists in Biodiversity Dual Project.”

In her remarks, Prof Asma Al-Thani said, “It was a year full
of incredible accomplishments such as the reinforcement
of our business relationships with various partners in the
health care sector to secure the necessary support for

our students. As well, the enroliment of the first batch of
students in the Physical Therapy program for Fall 2018,
the approval of the Board of Regents to launch the MSc in
Genetic Counseling in the Biomedical Sciences program,
the launch of the joint PhD program with the colleges of
Medicine and Pharmacy.”
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In Addition Prof Asma Al-Thani praised the efforts of the
trainers and supervisors in training and preparing the
students during their field training in Aspetar, Hamad
Medical Corporation (HMC), Ministry of Public Health, Qatar
Diabetes Association (QDA), Qatar Foundation (QF), and
Primary of Health Care Corporation (QHCC).

By the end of the celebration, Zainab Abdul Wahab,

a human program student presented her exceptional
experience in stimulating learning and creativity. She
spoke about her own channel, which she created on
social media to promote science and show laboratory
experiments applied in all disciplines of the College of
Health Sciences, and the use of recognized scientific
references.




College of Engineering:

The 5th QIC
Innovation Breakfast

The College of Engineering “CENG” represented by its
Technology Innovation and Engineering Education Unit
(TIEE), and in cooperation with Qatar Innovation Community
organized the 5th Qatari Innovation Concourse (QIC). The
concourse was attended by representatives from Qatar
University, GENC and local community members.

In his remarks Dr. Abdalla Al Ali, Head of the Technology
Innovation and Engineering Education Unit (TIEE) said,
“This event serves to explore and identify innovation
projects, particularly for potential applications related to
the operations of the 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar and other
key national projects.”

Discussions focused on several topics such as “Sports
Event Technologies: Crowd Management in Sports
Events,” “Smart Transport: Testing of Driving Behavior
and Innovative Road Designs and Signage using Driving
Simulation,” “eHealth: CENG research in Biomedical

and e-health applications,” “Artificial Intelligence:

Latest Research, Applications and Challenges,” “Cyber
Security: KINDI's initiatives,” and “Innovation Skills and
Competences: Innovation Skills and Competences for the
4th Industrial Revolution.”

In his presentation Dr. Wael Al-Haj Yaseen, Assistant
Professor at Qatar Transportation and Traffic Safety
Center (QTTSC) at Qatar University College of Engineering
(QU-CENG) said, “Transportation and the ability to move
efficiently and safely is one of the most important
requirements for the social, economic and industrial
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development. Therefore, addressing the various traffic
problems is an urgent need. This is why we aim to
provide intelligent transportation solutions to address the
traffic problems locally. The center is working recently in
collaboration with a number of partners on this regard.”

College of Business and Economics:

A Meeting for a joint venture
between the College of Business
and Economics and the Euro-Arab
Business Council for SMEs (EABC)

The College of Business and Economics met with
representatives of the Euro-Arab Business Council for
Small and Medium Enterprises (EABC). Dr. Khalid Al-
Abdulgader, Dean of College of Business & Economics
met with Mr. Mohammed bin Yousif, the Secretary General
of the EABC, within the framework of coordination and
cooperation in the study and implementation of some
agricultural and industrial development projects that
contribute to the food security of the State of Qatar.
During the meeting, they exchanged views about the
great potentialities available to empower the academic
cooperation between the University’s academics and the
Council’s experts.

The meeting resulted in a number of important
recommendations. The most important of which were

the following: to sign a memorandum of understanding

to define the objectives and mechanisms of cooperation
between Qatar University (QU) and EABC. Then, the need
to establish a joint investment research unit that includes
the scientific side of QU and the practical experience of the
EABC for the Small and Medium Enterprises (SME). Also,
technical cooperation in the evaluation and development
of existing, potential and emerging agricultural projects,
as well as nourish the local centers concerned with these
projects with the latest reports, research and relevant
studies. In addition, state the most important agricultural
investment opportunities available in Qatar and its sister
countries, follow the international standards for the
agricultural products of Qatar that is in preparation to
activate of the exports abroad, following realization of self-
sufficiency needed inside Qatar. Moreover, the participants

||||||| alun i 6VIg 6jlayl d 14

College of Business and Economics
QATAR UNIVERSITYpndd o ol

discussed the inclusion of competent Qatari cadre in the
field of international and external trade transactions.

Furthermore, the establishment of an award of excellence
in creativity for small and medium-enterprises provided by
youth in academic and non-academic fields.

Finally, a vision to secure and sustain the development
projects of shared projects in due course is put forward
by establishing a college of Agriculture and Veterinary
Medicine at Qatar University.




College of Education:

College of Education to modify
the instructional language of its
masters programs

The College of Education (CED) announced at a press
conference the modification of the instructional language
of its masters programs into Arabic. The conference
attended by CED Dean Dr. Ahmed Al Emadi, Qatar
University (QU) Dean of Graduate Studies Dr. Ahmed
Elzatahry, CED Associate Dean for Research and
Graduate Studies Prof Ahmed Mohammed Megreya and
Undersecretary for Educational Affairs at the Ministry of
Education and Higher Education Mrs Fawzia Al Khater.

The University Executive Committee recommended that
80% of the courses will be taught in Arabic and 20% in
English (two courses only). The applicants should complete
a minimum score of 500 instead of 520 on the paper-
based TOEFL. Those who complete a score of 470 to 499
should take an English course at the foundation program
simultaneously with the master’s program courses. They
must pass the foundation program English course with a
minimum GPA of C.

Dr. Ahmed Al Emadi said, “The expected impact of the
Arabization of the postgraduate programs is to improve the
educational services presented to the students, especially
for those with special needs. That is through providing
modern knowledge and effective training for the special
education specialists who are already working in the field.”

Mrs Fawzia Al Khater said, “I would like to thank QU and
the Ministry of Education and Higher Education for their
efforts in this regard. Now a large number of individuals
can join CED’s masters programs after the modification
of their instructional language from English to Arabic. We

College of Education
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expect in the upcoming years that these programs will
attract a large number of leaders and ministry members,
in line with our ambitions to uplift the level of services and
meet local needs.”

CED offers a Master of Education in Educational
Leadership, a Master of Education in Special Education
and a Master of Education in Curriculum, Instruction

and Assessment. The modification of the instructional
language of the college masters programs from English
into Arabic was approved by QU Executive Committee on
19 December 2017.

College of Pharmacy:

College of Pharmacy hosts first
ever conference on medication
sector in Qatar

The College of Pharmacy (CPH) hosted the first ever
conference on “Medication Sector in Qatar: Hand in Hand
Facing the Blockade” in the presence of Her Excellency
Dr. Hanan Al Kuwari the Minister of Public Health, as well
as members of Qatar University (QU) leadership, experts,
faculty and media representatives.

Dr. Mohamad Dib, Dean of College of Pharmacy said: “The
unjust blockade is a decisive moment in Qatar’s history
and a challenge that puts every institution and every
individual in front of a huge responsibility. This conference
aligns with QU’s various and comprehensive plans. The
conference serves as a significant platform to bring
together many stakeholders and experts from academic,
industrial, governmental and pharmaceutical sectors

in Qatar to share their expertise to address the need of
building and preserving medication security in Qatar.”

Dr. Abdullatif Al-Khal, the Director of Clinical Affairs at
Hamad Medical Corporation highlighted the economic
sanctions and their impact, the National Health Strategy,
the consumption of medications at the national level,

the national formulary, the governance structure of
medications management, the role of pharmacy and
therapeutics committees and the negative impact of the
blockade on health care and pharmaceuticals.

The conference focused on three main themes:
“Medication Management and Accessibility to Medication
in Qatar” “Building Pharmaceutical Industry and Innovation
in Qatar” and “Building Human Capacity in Qatar.”

It also included sub-panel discussions such as “The

Right to Health under International Law” “Medication

[ @onas
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Security for Qatar” “Qatar Generic Medicines Policy” and
“Pharmaceutical Industry in Qatar, Intellectual Property,
Technology Transfer.”
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College of Sharia and Islamic
Studies:

Contemporary Western Trends in
the Quranic Studies

The College of Sharia and Islamic Studies organized experience, and making use of human knowledge,
its annual conference for this year under the theme in addition to the use of the scientific research in
“Contemporary Western Trends in the Quranic Studies.” completion of the inter-disciplinary research.”
A vast number of the faculty, students and the public
attended the conference. The Contemporary Western Trends in Qur’anic Studies
conference was attended by scholars and specialists in )
In his welcoming speech Dr. Ibrahim Al-Ansari, Dean Islamic studies. During the meeting a range of main topics
of the College of Sharia and Islamic Studies said: were addressed including the farsightedness of schools
“The College of Sharia and Islamic Studies consider and their trends in Qur'anic studies, the development
addressing the subject of Western Quranic studies and of Qur'anic studies in the West, the historical criticism . \ A D A
their contemporary trends in the light of its belief of between the Qur'anic text and the Bible, Quranic Text,
the importance of the mutual work. That is in order to Authenticity of the Quranic Text: Multiple Perspectives:
exchange the research experiences, and to bridge the Archaeological Extracts - Digital Analysis - Contextual B
cooperation with the academic colleges, departments Coherence, Quranic Studies and bending questions.
and the research centers of the same agenda,
regardless of the different approaches for each. Here
I would like to highlight the efforts of the College of PP . J a4
Sharia and Islamic in supporting the scientific research
in accordance to the values and principles enclosed in
the new strategic plan of the University, especially the
strategy of learning and education.”

Dr. Al-Ansari added, “The announcement of this

conference was an indicator of the success of the

academic improvement plan witnessed by the college

from 2014 to 2017, which was concluded by radical

changes in effect. Among the college’s new strategic plan 2
is to align research studies with the academic programs.

So, it was decided to push the annual conference of the
college towards the improvement of Islamic studies,
within an integrated vision, based on the original heritage
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Talented Student

Dana Al-Obaidly:
“l read vigorously
before publishing
my novel”

Dana Al-Obaidly, a promising Qatari
novelist, is a student of biomedical
sciences at the College of Arts and
Sciences. She likes to write and interpret
her feelings into words, and strives to
develop her writing talent to provide

a more solid tone for readers. In this
interview, we highlight her literary talent
and her future endeavors.

How did your path with writing start?

| started when | was nine years old. | wrote continuously
in my diary during the absence of my father, who traveled
abroad to finish his studies in the UK. His absence caused
a stir in my little heart. | also remember that my mother
always read us a story every night before we went to bed,
so | was captivated by these stories and from then | loved
to write and read. 3

Who influenced your wri\ing style?
| read vigorously before venturing into the publishing world

+ where | faced many challenges and met many fellow
writers, however the writer who I've been affected the

most by is the Kuwaiti author, Alya Al-Kadimi.

Tell us more about your novels.

| have three novels, the first one “Lastiig Memories,”
which talks about my journey to the United States.

| wrote this novel to document my experience there

and to make it last through time."My second novel,
“When Dreams Wake Up” is a thriller-drama that made
me evolve as a novelist. My third novel, which will be
published this year, “15th of May” is a drama novel that
weaves fiction with reality.

What are you currently studying at QU and how do you
coordinate your studies with writing? ; .
| majored in biomedical sciences and | believe that - “l"
everything can be done if we organized ourselves. | own
a huge planner where | plan everything | will accomplish
during the week and that helps me divide my time
between studying, writing and other life activitiesé.

Tell us more about your future ambitions.

| always say that my dreams are like the stars up in the
sky, you can’t count them. | wish to give my country and
myself the best | can give. | wish to follow my academic
journey to the day | receive my PhD. | also aim to follow
my writing career and develop my writing skills to produce
books that will addkto the literary field in the country and
the region. | will keep the rest of my dreams to myself, so
look out for me!




Photo
By: Abdulaziz Sadiq

NOW
| KNOW!

By: Mohammed Khedir

Mohammed Khedir is a graduate of Computer Science and Engineering 2018, an organizer of
TEDx-Qatar University Conference and Educational TEDx-Al-Dafna. He obtained numerous students’
awards such as the Students Leadership Award 2017, the Best Academic Performance Award 2016,
as well as the Best Graduation Project Award 2018. Furthermore, he participated in the Debates Club
headship and other various events and activities during his University life.

By: Mohammed Ismail
College of Engineering




On a winter morning, following first light, a young man of
18 years is facing the mirror critiquing himself. He has to
look elegant today, it’s his first day at university. He did not
realize that he is starting a new journey. He is oblivious

to the significant changes awaiting him 4 years and a

half into the future, wherein he will face the mirror again,
prepare his clothes, critique himself, in preparation to
discuss his graduation project. Now, he knows!

Now he knows the years of the age are not equal, some
years equal to a “whole” human life, some are just gone
with no effect. Experience gave the years its value and
made it unlike each others. The good and bad experience
of our past days made this man today.

Day after day, week after week our university life is gone
with its tranquility, difficulties, perseverance, ambitions and
dreams. Some days go by as just a glimpse; some are full
of unforgettable details. Part of the memories digging deep
in our soul.

Qatar University is not simply a station we pass through,
and it is not like the previous education phases. The

._
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By: Fatima Malik
College of Arts and Sciences

university taught us to reach higher, and that insistence
can make any dream a reality. It taught me however,
knowledge is a necessity, but it is solely not sufficient to
build a productive and efficient man. It taught me that
some hopes are fake, and life is so harsh, and the road to
the summit is rough and long, but it will be easier if we
share it with friends.

For me, the university is not only the College of
Engineering; only limited for academic works, but it
motivated my ambitions and sharpened my thinking.
There were, the Debate Club, Voluntary and Community
Service Centre, the orientation, TED X conferences and
the students’ employment all together integrated in a rich
community with every meaning of the word.

Today, | am facing my mirror with a clear and deep vision
and | can see the change. Now | know it’s time to move

on, the journey is at its end. | am moving on to another life

journey, equipped with my experiences, memories as a
facilitator for the unseen future, with a hope to be back.

Now | Know!
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NEW HOPE
FOR INFERTILE COUPLES

Researchers at Qatar University College of Medicine in collaboration with
researchers at Cardiff University, UK developed a fertilization process in the lab
by injecting eggs with a higher amount of phospholipase C zeta (PLCZ) protein
from infertile men than found naturally in their sperm. The study discovered that
recombinant PLCE protein can successfully replace sperm and trigger
development of the egg, up to the blastocyst embryo stage. The research also
alms to produce PLCC antibodies, which can be used for potential clinical
diagnosis of such cases of male infertility making it reversible with medical
assistance.
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Sugar:
Sweet Enemy or Salty Friend?

By: AlJazi Al-Qahtani, Teaching Assistant, Human The main reason for the high rate of obesity:
Nutrition, College of Health Sciences The consumption of sugar increases glucose levels in the
bloodstream, leading to insulin secretion of the pancreas;

Sugar is a vegetarian food and its scientific name is the hormone responsible for the building process in
(Sucrose). It is extracted from the sugar cane, it is the body. As the blood glucose increases, the pancreas
considered as one of the Carbohydrates, and it contains 4 secretes more insulin, making the body convert excessive
calories for each gram. People use to consume sugar in blood glucose into fat cells. The high rate of insulin leads
its natural form, by the expansion of its trade, the traders to a defect in the secretion of leptin, which leads to the
started to process it in the factories to facilitate its storage emergence of a condition called “resistance to leptin,”
and long usage. where the brain stops to receive messages of satiety or

stop eating and thus stimulate overweight and obesity.
Recommended Usage:

The efforts have intensified recently, searching for The Healthy Alternatives for Sugar:
processed sugar harms, and urgently pointing the need People who are interested in health rather than sugar
. = toreduce the amount of its consumption. The American often use natural sweeteners. They are included in
. & =& HeartAssociation advised that sugar consumption of sweet-tasting plants in their natural form without any
~ = ¥ no more than six teaspoons for women is equivalent to processing, such as: sugar cane, coconut sugar, honey,
_" "'__mm‘;_: twenty-fivehrams per day, and nine small teaspoon for date molasses, maple syrup, and stevia. Aithough these
T = men is equivalent to thirty-eight grams per day. While the natural sweeteners are healthy options because some of
e ot recommended amount for children depending on age and the nutrients-are beneficial to the human body, they are
" calories varies between three to six teaspoons per day. still a form of sugar and people must still adhere to the

3 recommended amounts.
Sugar Harms: i
Several studies indicate that harm from sugar resulted
from the consumption of the processed sugar, the most
important of which are the large changes caused in
chemical and neurotransmitters in the human brain. The
3.2 American National Institute for Drugs Control has found a C

relation between the effect of sugar consumption on the B

human brain and those who are addicted to drugs such as

cocaine and alcohol.

Qatar University Sports Facilities

Qatar University (QU) has three open sports facilities as
well as an indoor gymnasium for women. These facilities
host various sports including, football, volleyball, handball,
basketball, tennis, swimming, diving and water polo, as
well as squash, general fitness and more.

The Aquatic Center

The Center equipped with world-class fitness equipment.
The Aquatic Center consists of three swimming pools:
Olympic pool, diving pool, and learning pool. It also
contains a gym as well as a recreation center, which
includes a sauna and hot and cold jacuzzi. The facilities are
available for both QU members and the general community
with annual membership.

Sports Courts and Stadium

QU contains a group of a well-equipped outdoor fields
which are available to the university community through a
weekly registration system. This includes QU central court
(multi-activities), futsal field, handball field, basketball
field, tennis field and volleyball field.

QU Stadium

One of the preeminent structures in the university, it was
built according to Olympic and international standards and
includes a soccer field, running track, athletic sports area,
and bleacher seating that can host up to 10,000 attendees.
It includes all the required rooms and facilities for hosting
formal matches.

Women’s Sports Hall

The Sports Hall is a multi-use indoor hall specified

for QU female faculty and students, which takes into
consideration their personal privacy. The hall was equipped
to include a multi-sport field that includes a group of sports
such as football, basketball, volleyball, and handball, in
addition to an area for squash and gymnasium. Table
tennis and billiards tables are also available.




STUDENTS
CLUBS

Spreading Awareness within the QU
Community about Astronomy & Space
Sciences

Astronomy Club Opens a Scientific Horizon
towards Astronomy & Space

The Astronomy Club aims to prepare a
community of students who are aware

of astronomy and space sciences, their
significance and applications. The club
introduces up-to-date scientific tools of
astronomic monitoring to students, and
provides them with telescope practical
training and enriches their scientific
achievement. The following is an interview
with the Head of Astronomy Club: Student
Nada Abdullah, who will update us about the
club’s activities and future plans.

At the beginning, what are the incentives of establishing
the Astronomy Club?

This Club is the first unique entity among QU students’
clubs because it focuses on various sciences of space and
astronomy. We noticed that there was no such scientific
club at QU and establishing this club would make a
positive change and influence on students’ life.

What objectives does the Club aim to achieve?

The club aims to make students as well as their society
aware of astronomy sciences and latest discoveries.

Our main objective is to change the misconception

about astronomy, which is limited it to a certain group of
specialists. The club organizes several activities targeting
all people whether they have or do not have background
about space and astronomy.

What are the most important activities organized by the
Club since its establishment?

The club’s activities vary; we have organized two scientific
courses on astronomy sciences and always arrange
various activities such as hosting the former chairman of
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), Dr.
James Edmiz; and Aviation Systems Engineer Dr. Daniel
Noting. We have also organized various scientific fairs such
as the fair titled “A Second is a Zero” and “Space Race.”

Among the major activities is the “Astrocon” Conference
in Qatar, the first version of it was organized in May 2017
and attended by prominent dignitaries such as Sheikh
Salman Bin Jaber Al Thani and Dr. Jassim Sultan. The
second version of this conference was organized again

in September 2018 and was attended by distinguished
dignitaries such as Daniel Noding and Maksmilian Bitman-
a representative of Austrian astronomy; Dr. Hamelz- a post-
doctorate fellow at California Institute of Technology; Esam
Al-Salehi a member of the Board of Omani Astronomical
Society.

The conference paved its way towards success, and
was attended by 200 concerned participants amid
wide local and international coverage of media. We
are pleased to note that an article about Astrocon
Conference was published on the official website of
Austrian Space Forum.

What are the club’s ambitions in the near future?
The club aspires to organize several grand activities
such as setting up an Astronomy Course 101 to be
taught in the university; participating in international
competitions and conferences; organizing the 3rd
version of the Astronomy Conference in Qatar, in
addition to other surprising activities which will be
announced soon.
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Dr. Abdul Qader Al-Qahtani,
Professor, Modern and Contemporary History
"~ Humanities Department, Qatar University

History can be considered as a record for nations and people. It follows the journey

of groups of human beings through different eras and documents their development

and progress in various areas of evolution. The historian Sir Charles Firth described

history as a record of life and changes in human societies, the ideas that govern

their activities, and the physical conditions that have supported or obstructed . .
their development. History is an essential part of the elegant and courteous man’s )
cognizance. In order for a person to be intellectual, he must read the history books to
realize the development of countries in the scientific, economic, political, military and
other fields as this development is considered essential for the growth of a civilization,
be it spiritual or physical (material).

If we look at British history since the Renaissance, we will find it a pioneer in the

--._ Imdustrlal civil and military fields. This development led Britain to become a Great
Emplre on whom the sun never set upon. Also, this same Great Britain went on to

~ colonize several countrles of the new and old world such as India, part of China, Egypt,

“Lmost of the Aratxeountnes parts of Africa and even parts of the United States, the

“'ﬁg:’ er 'fou;@temporary world .

—l .

The History of Qatar

No doubt, that each nation and country is proud of it is history and civilization,
and leaves no stone unturned in its efforts to reflect and preserve it by
documenting its history or by organizing cultural exchange in different countries.

The State of Qatar too, like the other countries, passed through different
historical times and periods. These historical events deserve from us as Qatari
historians to exert effort in reflecting and showing to the world our ancient and
modern civilization. Teaching of the ancient and modern history as a mandatory
subject from kindergarten up to the university level is often considered as the
first step in the right path to achieve this goal. At Qatar University, with the
support of the decision makers, we offer the history of Qatar as a separate
course that is rich in its material and portrays the country’s development through
different eras. For twelve years, Qatar University has taught Qatar’s history
course to students within the mandatory hours required for graduation.

In fact, teaching of Qatar’s history in the schools or at the universities is
extremely important from my point of view. Most of the students from other
countries have no idea or access to accurate information about the history of
Qatar, which prompted me to ask each of my class “what do you know about
Qatar history? From here, the importance of teaching history at the university
emerged. | strongly believe that history is the subject that equips a person
with culture as it informs and educates the person about other nations and the
factors that drove both their growth as well as their demise.

Invitation to re-write Qatar History:

Based on my observations, | invite Qatari historians to adopt a project about
revising the information of Qatar’s history through various eras. This can be
achieved with the collaboration of Qatari historians from the university and those
outside the university community, by putting a serious committed plan with an
agreed timeframe to achieve this important project. | feel very strongly about
this project, especially after reading several books about Qatar’s history, which

| found full of inaccurate information. This is the need of the hour and an urgent
call on Qatari historians so we can restore and preserve our rich history in all its
original developments for our future generations.
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University Life... Golden Life

Yassir Abdul Raheem Al-Gawasmi —
Head of the Students Unions

A new era in your life is about to start, an era full of
challenges, rich with inspired ideas of the students who
are full of hopes and dreams. Here the most important
challenge of your life will start. The challenge of building
your personality, acquiring experience through different
experiments and practices and preparing yourself for your
professional life. That is why it is named the ‘Golden life’.

You are here required to learn and acquire knowledge.
In addition, | would like to remind the student of
investing this stage and succeeding in your education
and professional journey. If a student builds their

own distinctive personality right, he will excel in all
other domains of life and he will efficiently serve his
community and country. The following are experienced
cluster tips that will assist you and perfect your
achievement in your upcoming new life.

1- Be serious, start from your first day

Some people think time is not an essential factor in
realizing future dreams. Start from your first day by
knowing your university well, its facilities, departments,
services, learning systems and all that relating to your
specialization, lectures and study books; this will support
your quick integration in your new life.

2- Integrate with the digital life

Do your best to know the available digital systems in your
university, in collaboration with your senior colleagues.
Use the internet carefully to insure an access to right and
accurate information. Also, do not forget to use the other
smart applications.

3- Invest in your skills and interests

Do not hesitate to join one of the students clubs or
organizations or to participate in one of the voluntary
works of your interest, or even to make-up your own
group. This will support you to build your personality and
develop your skills.

4- Multicultural Environment.. Valuable Treasure

This is your opportunity to interact with several cultures at
the same time. Contribute and share with your colleagues
their cultures, traditions, food and learn about their history.
Also, do not miss the opportunity to learn a new language.
Participate with the different cultural events or in clubs
representing other different countries. Moreover, do not
miss the chance to improve your English language skills,
as it is the language of current education and business.
However, you also have to be proud of your Arabic identity
language.

5- University Friends

Take the initiative to get to know new colleagues and
friends from different sectors at the university such as
students, staff and faculty members. Building a network is
one of the most important skills you can gain and use for
the rest of your life and now you have a good opportunity
to do so. If you have the initiative spirit, you will be in the
center of those around you.

6- Training and Development Opportunities

Try to find out any training opportunities outside class,
participate in leadership, personality or technical
development programs or any other requirements for
this stage. Remember, the class courses will develop
your knowledge, and you need to develop your skills, this
combination will secure your future career.

7- Be Positive

You need to be positive in this stage or you will not see the
result of your efforts. Focus on the indicators that show
that you are on the right track. Experiments and failure are

good opportunities for learning and development, do not be
passive, turn these failures into a way to fulfill your dreams
and try, try, and try do not give up.

8- Keep the Balance

In our university life, we need to break away from the
usual, to integrate within the campus life, into sports and
recreations and to participate in the various activities
provided for students. Therefore, you need to balance and
divide your time and efforts between all of these extra
activities and your main objective: to study and learn. Take
care and do not try to enter a path that may not suit you in
the future.

9- Plan for Your Financial Independence

No need to focus here on acquiring money, however start
to shoulder your responsibilities and be aware about their
importance in your life. The employment opportunities
during our university life can be a good start. Take the
initiative to find job opportunities that support you and
develop your skills and help contribute to enriching the
financial resources that you need at this stage. Here you
enjoy the challenges and start to appreciate your parents’
effort.

Remember!

Planning, organization and taking
initiatives are the important milestones
of success. Do not expect that
achievement will reach you as a gift. You
have to decide your desires and to start
immediately. Hesitation will not help

you reach your goals. It is you and, not
any other person, who will make you a
success.




MY CAMPUS IN

P H OTOS The registration process was not easy and Going back in time to the first cultural festival The development of Qatari work force has been
went through many development phases until that was organized annually by the Student a top priority in the university since its inception.
it reached what it is today. Photo: Student Activities Department. Photo: During event in Photo: Meeting about “The Future of the
registration in 1982. 1997. University: The Role of Qatari Faculty Members”

in 1994,

Over the years, Qatar
University has had
many milestones

and has graduated
generations of students
and throughout time it
was and will always be
the national university
that will hold under its

roof the best minds Fund drive to help those affected by floods in
Sudan, organized by students of the Social
and ta|ent3. Activity Department. Photo: During the drive in _ o
1988. It all started here, the previous building of Qatar

University in Khalifah northern city. Photo: QU
old Building in 1983




ha dools

QATAR UNIVERSITY

Cardiovascular Researc "
at Qatar University -
makes Giant Strides

Researchiers at Qatar University (QU) Biomedical Research Center in collaboration with researchers from Imperial College London
Bistage Inc. (USA), and American University of Belrut {Lebanon) have made a leap forward in developing engineered Iiving h
that can work like the natural heart valves and grow bigger after implantation In human heart,

The valve was generated by using a combination of nanctechnology, 30 printing and newly dmreiuped Hissue enginger
“They made a 30 shape of heart valve using a special type of nanafiber-based bmmter!amm‘:h was then injected with.
cells, and grown inside a tissue incubator before being ready to go trough the testing and implantation in heart. The
‘create and deposit their own natural matrix over the time while the initial supporting materlal used to make the.
and gets replaced by the matrix deposited by the cells. This technique called “tissus engineerin e of the |2
the Tield of biomedical engineering and has recently been successtully applied to devel -
collaboration with Oatar University Center for Advanced Materials, the team mnﬁn\:m this research by produc
‘tions of novel materials such as polyphenol.

www.qu.edu.ga
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