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Concept Note 

 

The Gulf region and the broader Middle East have witnessed significant 

geopolitical transformations in recent years, characterized by shifting alliances, 

emerging partnerships, and evolving power dynamics. These transformations are not 

isolated but reflect broader global trends challenging the norms-based international 

order. 

This evolving regional and global context has given rise to a new order in the 

Gulf, marked by a complex interplay of cooperation and conflict. Key milestones 

include the reconciliation of KSA, UAE and Bahrain with Qatar in 2021, signaling a 

thaw in regional tensions, the promising diplomatic breakthroughs between 

traditional rivals, such as Saudi Arabia and Iran, and the readmission of Syria to the 

Arab League, potentially demonstrating a shift towards normalization and conflict 

resolution in the region. 

Amidst these developments, new fault lines of competition and conflict have 

emerged within the Gulf itself. Saudi-Emirati relations seem to have transitioned from 

cooperation to competition. Recent conflicts in the region have further complicated 

the regional landscape, underscoring the fragility of the emerging order. 

In response to these dynamics, the Politics and Security Cluster of the Gulf 

Studies Center at Qatar University, in collaboration with The Chair of the State of 

Qatar for Islamic Area Studies at Waseda University, Japan, is convening a two-day 

conference, aiming to delve into the evolving regional system, exploring the 

involvement of state and non-state actors and extra-regional powers, and the 

implications for Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states as well as Iran, Iraq, 

and Yemen. 

The 9th Annual Conference of Gulf Studies seeks to comprehensively analyze 

the significance, drivers, scope, and impact of this new regional order in the Gulf. By 

bringing together scholars, experts, policymakers, and institutional representatives, 

the conference endeavors to foster a deeper understanding of the ongoing 

transformations and their implications for the region's future stability and prosperity. 



 

 
The 9th Annual Conference Schedule 

"The Gulf in the Emerging Regional (Dis)Order"  
 

First Day Program: 17 November 2024  
 

Opening Ceremony 

9:00 – 9:30      Registration 

9:30 – 10:00 

• Welcome Note: Dr. Maryam Al Kuwari 
    Director of the Gulf Studies Center, Qatar University 
• Keynote Speaker: Her Excellency Lolwah Bint Rashid Al-Khater 

Minister of Education and Higher Education  
Panel 1 - Theoretical Perspectives of the New Regional system’s (dis)order. The Gulf region 
and the broader international system 
Moderator: Dr. Maryam Al Kuwari, Qatar University, Qatar   

10:00 – 12:00 

• Prof. Saban Kardas: The Evolving Regional Security Order in the Gulf 
within an instable Middle East 

• Dr. Shareefa Al-Adwani: A Constructive Order: The GCC within the 
Liberal International Order 

• Dr. Imad Mansour: Change or Transformation? Understanding the 
Contemporary Gulf Regional Order  

12:00 – 12:30       Coffee Break 

Panel 2 - Enduring and Emerging Conflicts in the Middle East: Implications for the Gulf Region  
 Moderator: Dr. Luciano Zaccara, Qatar University, Qatar   

12:30 – 14:00 

• Dr. Rory Miller: Reimagining Security Alliances in the Gulf in an era of 
Regional Disorder 

• Dr. Aisha Al Rashdi: Qatar’s Position on the Syrian Integration 
• Dr. Sultan Al Khulaifi: Qatar's Conditional Engagement with the 

Taliban: Mediation, Humanitarian Aid, and Advocacy for Women's 
Rights 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14:00 –15:00            Lunch Break 

Panel 3 - The Indo-Pacific, the Middle East and Regional Order and Disorder 
Moderator: Dr. Abdullah Baa Abood, Waseda University, Japan 

15:00 –17:00 

• Dr. June Park: End-Users at Inflection Point: The Gulf Region in the 
U.S.-China Tech War 

• Dr. Amna Sadiq: Redefining Regionalism in the Indian Ocean: 
• The Gulf-Arab Dimension 
• Dr. Jaganathan Panda: The EU’s Global Gateway and the IMEC: 

Visualizing a Global Consensus Scenario 



 
The 9th Annual Conference Schedule 

"The Gulf in the Emerging Regional (Dis)Order" 

 
 

Second Day Program: 18 Nov 2024 
 
Panel 1 - State and Non-state Actors in the Gulf International Relations   
Moderator: Dr. Zarqa Pravez, Georgetown University, Qatar   

9:00 – 10:00 

• Prof. Simon Mabon: Non-State Actors, States and a Region in Flux  
• Dr. Hend Al Sulaiti: Regional Security: What Can We Learn from the 

Liberal Experiment? 
• Dr. Abdulla Al Etaibi: Qatar’s Hybrid Diplomacy: Merging Traditional 

Authority and Modern Statecraft in the Pursuit of Regional Influence 

10:00 – 10:30      Coffee Break 

Panel 2 - A view from within: Emerging Regional Order and Policymaking in the Gulf 
Moderator: Dr. Shaikha Helal Al-Kuwari, Qatar University, Qatar    

10:30 – 12:30 

• Dr. Alawi Al Mashoor: The Gulf Social Welfare State: Contexts, 
Challenges and Implications? 

• Dr. Majid Al Turki: Emerging Regional Regimes: A Vision in the Context 
of Gulf National Security’ 

• Dr. Hamad H. Albloshi: Kuwait’s Foreign Policy since 2010 
• Dr. Mohammed Al-Hashemi: Navigating the Shifting Sands: Strategic 

Factors Influencing Khaleeji Policymaking Amid Emerging Regional 
Dynamics 

 
Closing Remarks  

12:30 – 1:00 
• Mrs. Nesibe Hicret Battaloglu, Research Assistant at the Gulf Studies 

Center 
• Dr. Maryam Al Kuwari, Director of the Gulf Studies Center 
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