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The 9th Annual Conference Schedule

"The Gulf in the Emerging Regional (Dis)Order"

ABSTRACTS

Panel 1: Theoretical Perspectives of the New Regional System’s (dis)order. The Gulf
region and the Broader International System

First Day: 17 November 2024

1. The Evolving Regional Security Order in the Gulf within an instable Middle East

Saban Kardas

Abstract

While there are major initiatives by Gulf countries to reduce rivalries among themselves and put an end to
the tensions within the region after a decade of turmoil triggered by the Arab uprisings, the underlying
enmities and potential for conflictual relations remain in place, which has been underscored once again
since October 2023. Meanwhile, the international system goes through a fragile period of transition. In
addition to the spread of non-traditional security threats, the return of great power politics has undermined
the foundations of the international security. The global economic order also comes under pressure, due
to the widening specter of rivalries in economy, trade, technology. All these developments raise concerns
about the future of the regional order in the Gulf and how the region will position itself globally. This paper
will focus on the emerging regional security order in the Gulf, as reflected in the discourse and practice of
the key regional actors. Building on insights from the regional security complex theory, it will identify the
drivers of the new security order in the domestic and external realities of the regional actors. The paper
will advance two interrelated arguments. First, in terms of the domestic context, the expansion of national
power and relative stability have empowered the state power to pursue ambitious foreign policy agenda
at the regional stage. Second, externally, the return of great power politics, de-globalization, and a

deepening cycle of insecurity in the broader Middle East created both challenges and opportunities for

the Gulf actors in their quest for shaping the regional order.
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2. A Constructive Order: The GCC within the Liberal International Order
Shareefa Al-Adwani

Abstract

Scholars from multiple theoretical approaches have described the order of the broader international
system, which is based on the underlying liberal international order, as one that is currently “undergoing
challenges,” “experiencing a backlash,” or experiencing failure. During this international (dis)order, how
has the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) - a liberal regional order — not reflected the international system’s
difficulties? In part, it is because the GCC should be viewed through both a liberal and a constructivist
lens. By including the constructivist approach to understanding the GCC, this paper discusses, through
highlighting the embeddedness of constructivist concepts such as (1) norms, (2) exclusion, and (3) identity
in various GCC documents and actions, how the GCC has avoided some of the current (dis)order of the

international system.

3. Change or Transformation? Understanding the Contemporary Gulf Regional Order
Imad Mansour

Abstract

There has been much change in the contemporary Gulf order, but this order has not transformed. A
regional order is an outcome of the totality of the processes of interaction among actors (states and non-
states) in a given geographic space. In these processes are varied levels of cooperation and conflict and
especially how regional actors manage their relations, e.g. through war, non-violent diplomacy, collective
institution building, ensuring functioning organizations which serve security, economic, and political
interests, among others. As such, several levels of regional orders can be conceptualized, including,
Regional Integration (which reflect highest levels of harmony among constitutive actors), Cold Peace
(which reflects lack of agreement on conflict resolution mechanisms but fall short of direct hostile
confrontations), and Conflictive (where hostility defines the region with two or more actors engage in
militarized conflicts and/or strategic rivalries). Regional orders are never constant. There is consistent

change within each level, as relations in levels of institutionalization, harmonization of interest, or war and

conflict oscillate. Change, however, does not necessarily indicate transformation.
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Transformation of a regional order signifies the movement from one level to another; the conditions under
which regional orders transform are multiple, and are primarily related relational policies. For example, the
regional order could be argued to have transformed from Conflictive to Cold Peace when militarized
instruments are excluded from the repertoire of policy options even when actors still largely disagree on
how to approach issues of common collective interests. Thus, transformation in the regional order is
possible, but is a distinguished and infrequent occurrence. This paper will argue that the Gulf regional
order has been witnessing change within the level of Conflictive and has not transformed into one of Cold

Peace. Relations among regional actors are still mired by hostilities where rivalries define interstate

relations, and occasionally actors use military instruments to settle disagreements.
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Panel 2 - Enduring and Emerging Conflicts in the Middle East: Implications for the Gulf
Region

4. Reimagining Security Alliances in the Gulf in an era of Regional Disorder
Rory Miller
Abstract

Alliances are forms of inter-state cooperation that enable states to address vulnerabilities and increase
stability and security. Different alliances have different drivers and goals, and they can be bilateral, regional
or multilateral, as well as formal or informal. In recent decades, regional actors in the Gulf have relied
heavily on the cooperation and collaboration gained from alliances to achieve their national goals. Every
region has specific characteristics, but the shift to a multipolar world, technological innovations, changes
in the nature of warfare and energy markets, and the growth of non-traditional threats including climate
change are forcing all actors across the globe to adapt and evolve to meet these challenges. The central
argument of this paper is that changing patterns of power in the regional system alongside rapidly shifting
global conditions, make it more vital than ever for Gulf states to revisit the role of security alliances in
navigating their emerging security, economic and resource challenges. This is especially the case in the
Gulf given that regional actors are increasingly responsible for ensuring order and stability in their home
region and are looking to find viable alternatives to reliance on Western partnerships. All of this makes it
necessary for Gulf states to re-assess the organizational features (institutional design) of security alliances
and to assess how these alliances meet the needs of members (i.e., their functionality). In making this
argument, this paper moves beyond considering alliances in terms of traditional concepts of band
wagoning, balancing and hedging. Instead, it explores how regional actors can use ‘smart strategies’ to

develop alliances that have distinct, and often novel, characteristics and that can serve as instruments of

‘compensatory power’ to achieve national strategic goals.
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5. Qatar’s Position on the Syrian Integration
Aisha Al-Rashdi
Abstract

The ongoing Syrian crisis is considered the worst humanitarian disaster of the 21st century. As a result of
the regime’s refusal to find a political solution, combined with the ineffectiveness of the opposition, the
situation has escalated into a proxy war, intensifying the civil war and exacerbating the power struggle
among various factions. With the displacement of millions of Syrians around the world, challenging the
regional and international order, and the Syrian regime’s resistance and ability to survive major upheavals,
regional powers are changing their approach to the crisis in an attempt to contain and redirect Syria’s
trajectory toward the Gulf’'s sphere, and away from its allies. The Qatari government, the principal
supporter of Syria’s opposition, is confronting a moral and political dilemma with the recent position of

Arab states on the reintegration of the Syrian regime. This paper shall examine the choices and expected
scenarios facing Qatar under such circumstances, and asks the following questions: What are the
implications and consequences of such shift in regional policy and approach on Qatar’s foreign policy and
its position on the crisis? Will Qatar support the peace and reconciliation initiative, or will it emphasize
the importance of remembering the Syrian regime’s violations of human rights and its lost legitimacy,

hence hindering the peace process and contributing to further regional instability?

6. Qatar's Conditional Engagement with the Taliban: Mediation, Humanitarian Aid, and
Advocacy for Women's Rights

Sultan Al-Knhulaifi

Abstract

This paper analyzes Qatar’s approach to engaging with the Taliban in the aftermath of their assumption of
power in Afghanistan in August 2021. Qatar's strategy aims to maintain its role as a mediator between the
Taliban and the international community, its role as a provider of humanitarian aid, and its role as a
promoter of women's rights in Afghanistan. This paper analyzes the manner in which Qatar utilizes these
roles to pursue conditional engagement with the Taliban, with the objective of ensuring political stability

while advancing human rights and fostering inclusive governance in Afghanistan. Through an examination

of Qatar's diplomatic actions, financial aid programs, and advocacy campaigns, this paper offers an
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analysis of how Qatar navigates the complexities of aiding the Afghan population amidst Taliban
governance. The analysis underscores Qatar's distinctive position in harmonizing realpolitik of dealing with

the Taliban with normative obligations.

Panel 3 - The Indo-Pacific, the Middle East and Regional Order and Disorder

7. End-Users at Inflection Point: The Gulf Region in the U.S.-China Tech War
June Park
Abstract

Why are the Gulf States impacted by the U.S.-China tech war and why do they differ in degree? The policy
drive for digital transition in the Gulf has been strongly motivated by the need for economic diversification,
with concerns over fossil fuel depletion. The petrostates of the Gulf are striving to build future industries
at home, but as end-users of the tech products that are under export controls (chips), tariffs (EVs), or
investment screening, their plans toward a digitally driven future are contingent upon the regulatory
environment on high-tech. At a time that the Gulf states see the digital transition as a vital opportunity for
their economies, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar are choosing their options in varied pathways, and find
themselves at different levels of cooperation with China on tech, amid U.S. pressures to de-risk from China.
The paper examines the varied responses by the three Gulf states to U.S. pressures, in the areas of chips,
EVs and greenfield/brownfield investment in Al via Gulf SWFs. It argues that while the transactional
relationship with China for sale of fossil fuel is a common denominator for all three states, the level of tech
cooperation with China varies, impacting their policy choices. The paper adds policy projections in the

Gulf as the tech war unfolds (e.g., eVTOLs or flying taxi deployment) with a new administration pending in

the U.S. after the presidential election.
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8. Redefining Regionalism in the Indian Ocean: The Gulf-Arab Dimension
Amna Saddiqg

Abstract

This paper explores the modern history of regionalism in the areas bordering the Indian Ocean and the
role of the Gulf as a sub-region in those regional dynamics. It theorizes the regionalism of the Indian Ocean
drawing on the works of Joseph Nye. Here, the modern history of regionalism is divided into three phases:
the older commercial networks of the British Empire and the Silk Road; the postwar era and the evolving
sub-regional orders; and the recent pan-regional order, catalyzed by the ascension of China. This paper
thus highlights the economic and political roles of the Gulf region in each phase. For most of history, the
Gulf has been fluidly and organically integrated into the Indian Ocean because of its strategic location,
connecting the Indian Ocean with the Mediterranean Sea. While the Gulf continued to play this role
throughout its modern history, the nature and patterns of the connectivity has changed. Hence, the paper
investigates not only how the Gulf has been shaped by the Indian Ocean, but also how it has shaped it.
Little work has been done on the roles played by the Gulf region in the commerce, security, and culture of
the Indian Ocean. This paper will add to the understanding of the political and economic order in the Indian
Ocean, bringing the variable political and economic roles that the Gulf plays as a sub-region of the Indian

Ocean as well. It will also shed new light on the Gulf States’ historical emergence in world politics beyond

the Middle East.

9. The EU’s Global Gateway and the IMEC: Visualizing a Global Consensus Scenario
Jagannath Panda

Abstract

After the EU launched its Strategy for Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific and the Global Gateway in 2021,
the EU has steadily increased its strategic engagement globally, too. For example, the release of its
Strategic Compass in 2022 strengthens the EU’s aim to be a global security provider; the update of the
EU’s Maritime Security Strategy in 2023 looks to bolster its maritime presence; and the publishing of the

EU’s Economic Security Strategy in 2023 (five new initiatives were adopted in 2024), all highlight that EU

is highly cognisant of the global threat scenario, at the centre of which lies China as a strategic challenge.
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The BRI, which was launched in 2013 to fund infrastructure development projects primarily in developing
and middle-income countries around the world, is obviously an integral aspect of this challenge. This kind
of connection remains avoidable due to the geopolitics associated with infrastructure development.
Therefore, a truly global perspective and careful consideration of the role that international actors can play
in shaping BRI’s future is necessary for comprehension of such processes. This paper looks to assess the
role that the EU and its Global Gateway can play in shaping global consensus vis-a-vis BRI. First, the
paper looks at understanding the Global Gateway and reviews the initiative in line with the EU’s long-term
Asia and Indo-Pacific strategy, and factors if and how it could forge a strategic energy with the IMEC
(India-Middle East-Europe) corridor. Second, it connects the Global Gateway to changes in international
and national geopolitics, with a focus on the war in Ukraine. The third and final part of the chapter assesses
the Global Gateway’s synergy with other countries in the Gulf region and their alternatives (or counters) to

BRI as well as synergy with multilateral trade frameworks. It analyses how the EU via Global Gateway can

interconnect these ventures and their objectives to build cohesive action.




WASEDA S iy
University LAl Ol j5 10

GULF STUDIES GENTER
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES roglellg wilall G5

Panel 1 - State and Non-state Actors in the Gulf International Relations

Second Day: 18 November 2024

1. Non-State Actors, States and a Region in Flux
Simon Mabon

Abstract

This paper critically reflects on the role of non-state actors in the wider Gulf region and their evolving role
in the geopolitical landscape after October 7th. The shifting geopolitical dynamics of the region have had
a dramatic impact on groups such as the Houthis, PMUs in Iraq and other members of the so-called ‘Axis
of Resistance’. In turn, the growing influence of such groups has affected relations between state and
non-state actors within and between states. In this paper | critically reflect on these dynamics and consider
the underlying currents that have driven these developments. Focusing on the influence of the Houthis
and Iragi PMUs in the wider Gulf, the paper considers how the past year has affected each actor’'s
influence within states and across the region, the drivers of their evolving influence, and the wider

repercussions for identity, belonging and security.

2. Regional Security: What Can We Learn from the Liberal Experiment?
Dr. Hend Al Sulaiti
Abstracts

As the American elections ended and former President Donald Trump was announced as the president-
elect, waves of mixed reactions overcame the region. Trump served as U.S. president during the Qatar
blockade, the war in Yemen, and the Abraham Accords, all of which impacted the region profoundly and
created lines of alliances that were not previously noticeable, or simply did not exist. If there was any
certain reality that was realized, it was simply that the region is fueled by uncertainty driven by outside
parties and interests. This paper will explore the prospect of employing the tenants of security as per the

liberal school of thought, and the benefit it can bring to the region. The paper will focus solely on the liberal

idea of security; it will not delve into other liberal values like democracy or limited government. The paper
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will be divided as follows: the first section will highlight what security is in the liberal school of thought.
Next, the paper will note regional rivalries, allied non-state actors, and clear state alliances, while
highlighting the interests that can bring the region closer, namely economic growth and military. Then, the
paper will draw parallels between post-war Europe, the creations of the EU, and the Middle East’s position
to recreate some of these conditions. Finally, the paper will emphasize the economic, social, and political

commonalities of the region that can incentivize a regional alliance that benefits from stability.

3. Qatar’s Hybrid Diplomacy: Merging Traditional Authority and Modern Statecraft in the

Pursuit of Regional Influence

Dr. Abdulla Al Etaibi
Abstracts

This paper examines Qatar’s unique model of “hybrid diplomacy,” a strategy that blends state-led
initiatives with the influence of non-state actors to strengthen its position in Gulf and global international
relations. In a region characterized by both traditional alliances and modern rivalries, Qatar has developed
a foreign policy approach that leverages both state power and non-state resources to project influence
and facilitate mediation in complex regional conflicts. Through a Foreign Policy Analysis lens, this paper
explores how Qatar’s government, led by a proactive leadership, collaborates strategically with key non-
state actors, such as Al Jazeera, Education City, and cultural institutions, to extend its diplomatic reach
beyond conventional channels. Key case studies—such as the Taliban peace talks in Doha, the 2017 Gulf
Crisis, and Qatar’s engagement in global sporting events—highlight the integration of non-state actors
into Qatar’s foreign policy fabric. Al Jazeera, for example, functions as a media arm that reinforces Qatar’s
narratives across the Arab world, while institutions like Education City and Aspire Academy enhance
Qatar’'s image as a hub for knowledge, culture, and sports. This paper argues that Qatar’s hybrid
diplomacy not only enhances its global profile but also exemplifies a model of soft power suited to the
21st-century Gulf. By synthesizing traditional Qatari values of mediation and hospitality with a modern
diplomatic and economic strategy, Qatar has positioned itself as a versatile and influential actor on the
regional and international stage. This study contributes to understanding the evolving role of non-state
actors in Gulf international relations, emphasizing how Qatar’s hybrid approach provides a distinctive
pathway for small states aiming to navigate complex regional politics through a mix of state and non-state

mechanisms.
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Panel 2 - A view from within: Emerging Regional Order and Policymaking in the Gulf

1. The Gulf Social Welfare State: Contexts, Challenges and Implications?

Alawi Almashour

Abstract

This study explores the complex relationship between social welfare and political rights in the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) states, where a distinctive social contract has emerged: substantial economic
welfare in exchange for limited political engagement. Following the oil boom, vast revenues enabled GCC
governments to consolidate power, deploying state resources to fund extensive social services while
controlling nearly all aspects of public life. This has led to a unique "welfare state" model, wherein the
state dominates essential services and resources. The study further compares the GCC's welfare model
with other social welfare states, where direct elections ensure broader public representation. By examining
the historical and economic factors underpinning this arrangement, the research raises critical questions
about its durability: can the social welfare-for-political rights model continue to hold as the economic
landscape shifts? The paper investigates whether ongoing economic changes and challenges to the
rentier model might pave the way for increased public participation in governance, thus reshaping the

political landscape of the GCC.

2. Emerging Regional Regimes: A Vision in the Context of Gulf National Security’
Majid Abdulaziz al-Turki
Abstract

The Gulf region is witnessing the rapid emergence of "regional regimes" characterized by contradictory
dynamics, which can be categorized into three foreign regional initiatives: those of Iran, Israel, and Turkey.
Within this complex interplay, the question of foreign decision-making in relation to Gulf National Security
becomes prominent, revealing two distinct approaches. The first is the 'collective approach,' which
operates under the auspices of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), while the second is the 'unilateral
approach,’ which reflects the interests of individual states and their strategic alliances. This paper

addresses significant issues, including the economic and developmental prospects of the region, as well

as the challenges it faces in light of what may be referred to as 'the requirements of the stage.'
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4. Kuwait’s Foreign Policy since 2010
Hamad H. Albloshi
Abstract

The Middle East has gone through different structural changes that have affected its security and stability
since the end of the Second World War in 1945. Because of wars in the region, such as the Arab - Israeli
war, and different civil wars in some states such as the cases in Lebanon, Iraq and Syria, the region has
experienced turbulent decades. Kuwait has had unstable relations with neighboring countries since the
beginning of the 20th century. Moreover, changes in the regional structure have also affected Kuwait’s
position and policy options. Kuwait was forced, in some occasions, to alter its position towards its
neighbors such as the case during the Iran-lrag war (1980-1988). Since then, the regional structure has
shifted as a result of global powers’ interventions or regional competitions. The Arab Spring in 2010,
resulted in major change in the region due to the weakness of some central governments such as Syria,
Egypt, and Yemen on the one hand, and the intervention of non-Arab regional powers (Iran, Turkey, and
Israel) in the affairs of some of these states on the other hand. Moreover, the region has experienced the
emergence of ambitious leaders such as Mohammad Bin Salman and Mohammad Bin Zayed. This paper
tries to explore Kuwait’s foreign policy in the Middle East since the Arab Spring in 2010, by answering the
following question: what factors explain Kuwait’s foreign policy in the region since 20107 In order to do
that, the paper will rely on Kenneth Waltz’s three images of analysis: individual, state, and international

system. In doing so, the paper will analyze the changes on these three levels and their possible influence

the country's foreign policy.
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5. Navigating the Shifting Sands: Strategic Factors Influencing Khaleeji Policymaking
Amid Emerging Regional Dynamics
Mohammed Hashem Al-Hashemi

Abstract

This paper investigates the strategic factors shaping the decision-making processes of Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states in the context of an increasingly complex and shifting regional order. With the
Gulf region at the intersection of global energy markets, evolving security dynamics, and economic
transformation, Khaleeji policymakers face unprecedented challenges in navigating these multifaceted
issues. This study delves into the interplay of internal and external forces—ranging from security
threats and economic diversification to global geopolitical shifts—that are recalibrating the strategic
calculations of GCC leaders. The research explores key drivers, including the impact of fluctuating oil
prices, the shifting allegiances in the post-Arab Spring era, the increasing influence of non-state
actors, and the emerging roles of international powers such as the United States, China, and Russia
in the Gulf. Additionally, the paper examines how Khalegji states are responding to these dynamics
through strategies focused on political stability, economic reforms, and regional integration efforts. By
employing a multidisciplinary approach that integrates political science, economics, and international
relations, this paper provides an in-depth analysis of how Khaleeji states are reshaping their
policies to adapt to this new era of regional and international (dis)order. The analysis will not only

highlight the strategic imperatives that drive Gulf policymaking but also offer insights into the future

trajectories of governance and security in the region.
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